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From the Editor

The winter session of  talks ended on a high with some 45 members and paying 
guests crammed into the hall.

There has been a great deal of  interest in Peter’s book about Barwell, see issue 
150 for full details and I continue with the Indian connection with an article 
which Peter sent me from a newspaper written in India about the twin fountain 
that is currently being restored in Mumbai.  This fascinating story will be found 
on page 14 in its entirety.  Sales of  the book are steady and will be available at 
EMIACs, The Heritage Fair at Abington Park Museum and at meetings during 
the winter months.  David Saint, the regular contributor to the Chronicle & 
Echo, has also given us an excellent review of  the book.

Unfortunately we were unable to attend the first of  the summer programme 
visits which was to the Motor Museum at Gaydon and I understand it went well 
in spite of  a very low turnout.  The visit to London and the Kirkaldy Testing 
Museum was done on a glorious sunny and quite warm day and proved to be 
a visit which was informative, technical, explanations in simple English and 
guides who really knew their subject(s).  London was noisy, extremely crowded 
and the traffic horrendous and all I can say is thank goodness I no longer work 
in Farringdon Street.  A report will appear in the Autumn issue.

The winter programme of  talks is enclosed with this newsletter and again NIAG 
has come up trumps with its interesting themes and titles of  the proposed talks.  
Please note that the December meeting will be on the second Friday (13th) –  
NOT the first –  since the Vicar, once again, has changed his mind about when 
to hold the Church’s Xmas Fayre!  Thankfully the speaker can accommodate 
the change.  

It’s that time of  year when the membership renewal forms are enclosed and 
again there is no increase in subscriptions – please ensure that should you wish 
to continue to receive newsletters and information about NIAG you renew as 
soon as is possible.  Peter puts out a plea for committee members again (see page 
22) – it is an emotive subject at meetings and needs to be addressed sooner rather 
than later.  Details of  the next EMIAC are also enclosed.  Next issue will have 
the AGM papers and yes, the year is passing too jolly quickly.

I do hope you all have a good summer.
JW - Editor

______________

THE WINTER TALKS OF 2018/19

Cable Cars of San Francisco – 7th December

On a dark wet evening member Les Barras transported us to the sunny climes of  
San Francisco for a look at their public transport, which comes in many shapes 
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and sizes.  Articulated trolley buses powered from 600-volt twin-overhead wires 
were re-introduced in 2006, though the system was first introduced in 1935; 
there has been a street car rail system (trams in UK-speak) since about 1835 
with a mix of  modern and vintage tram designs; in recent years hybrid diesel-
electric buses have been introduced.  But Les’s favourite, and the subject for his 
presentation, is the cable car.  

Of  the original 23 lines established in the late nineteenth century three are still 
operational using four cables.  The 12 cars running on the California Street 
Line are double ended, i.e. they can be operated from either end, whereas the 
28 single-ended cars running on the other lines can only be operated from one 
end and must be turned around at the lines’ termini.  At 30ft 3ins in length 
and weighing 8.4 tons, the double-ended cars are a 2ft 9ins longer and one ton 
heavier than the single-ended cars; both styles are 8 feet wide with a running 
gauge of  3ft 6ins.  They can carry 68 (34 seated) and 60 (29 seated) passengers 
respectively.

Andrew Smith Hallidie tested the first cable-operated street railway in August 
1873 on Clay Street.  His idea for a steam engine-powered, cable-driven rail system 
was conceived in 1869 after seeing horses slipping while they struggled to pull 

a horsecar on the wet cobblestones.  
His father had patented a wire rope 
cable in Great Britain.  Hallidie, who 
had immigrated to the U.S. in 1852 
during the Gold Rush, began using 
wire rope cable in a system he had 
developed to haul ore from mines 
and in building suspension bridges.  
Construction of  the cable line started 
in May 1873 and began public service 
in September that year; the cable 

runs below ground level in a slot 
located between the running rails.  
A grip car, fitted with a patented 
grip mechanism that engaged 
with the cable, towed a trailer car.

With its success, the Clay Street 
Hill Railway became the template 
for other cable car systems.  In 
1877 the Sutter Street Railway 
converted from horse power to 
cable power and introduced their 
own patented version of  the grip  

Top photo: On the turntable before going back 
up the hill - bottom photo                (c) Les Barras
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mechanism – the side grip, which allowed cable cars to cross at intersections – to 
avoid paying royalties to Hallidie.  The California Street Cable Railroad started 
operating in 1878 and is the oldest cable car line still in operation.

In 1888 the Ferries and Cliff  House Railway opened two lines: the Powell-Mason 
line which is still operating over the same route today and the Powell-Jackson 
Line, stretches of  which are still used by today’s Powell-Hyde line.  The Ferries 
and Cliff  House Railway was also responsible for building a car barn and power 
house and the site is still in use today.

The California Street Cable Railroad opened two new lines in 1890, the last two 
cable car lines; one of  them was the O’Farrell-Hyde Line, the Hyde section of  
which still remains in operation as part of  the current Powell Hyde Line.  In all 
23 lines were established between 1873 and 1890 operating over some 53 miles 
of  track.

To many people, San Francisco is known for its 
‘hills’; the severity of  these were well illustrated 
through images and ‘live demonstrations’: Hyde 
Street has a maximum gradient of  21%; California 
Street 18% and both Mason Street and Powell 
Street 17%.  To put these into context, the steepest 
gradient for vehicles is 32% and for pedestrians 
41%.  (photo right shows steepness).

In 1979, the cable car system was closed for 
several months whilst urgent repairs were carried 
out, during which time a full engineering review 
concluded that a more comprehensive rebuild 
was required.  The system was closed in 1982 for 
a $60 million two-year rebuild, which involved 
the complete replacement of  all tracks and cable 
channels, the complete rebuilding of  the car barn 
and powerhouse within the original outer brick 
walls, new propulsion equipment and the repair or rebuild of  37 cable cars.

Les explained in some detail the operation of  the cable car system: Each of  the 
four cables is 1.25 inches in diameter and is driven by a 510 hp electric motor 
located in the central power house at a constant speed of  9.5 mph via a set 
of  self-adjusting sheaves (pulleys). The cable comprises six steel strands each 
containing 19 wires wrapped around a sisal rope core and is coated with a tar-
like substance that acts as a sacrificial lubricant.  To control the movement of  
the car, the gripman closes and opens the ‘grip’ around the cable; the jaws of  
the ‘grip’ can exert a pressure of  up to 30,000 psi on the cable.  Due to wear and 
tear, a grip has to be replaced every few days.  The four cables are: 16,000 ft and 
10,300 ft for the Hyde and Mason segments; 9,300 ft for their common Powell 
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section and 21,000 ft for the California Street line.

Three braking systems are fitted to each car, in addition to the cable itself: pedal-
operated metal brake shoes acting on the car’s wheels; four Douglas fir wooden 
brake blocks rubbing against the track, two on each truck which have to be 
replaced every few days; an emergency brake consisting of  a piece of  steel about 
1.5 inches thick and 18 inches long suspended beneath the car and pushed into 
the slot when the gripman pulls a lever.

The system operates daily between 5:30 a.m. and 1:30 a.m. and is estimated 
to consume about 3.7 million kWh of  electricity per annum.  Based on UK 
prices Les estimated this would cost about £462,500 p.a.; fortunately, America 
is blessed with sources of  cheap hydro-electric power.

In addition to the three lines mentioned above, there is a service, i.e. non-
passenger-carrying, line connecting the California Street line to the Hyde line 
to allow the California Street cars to return to the car barn and power house 
for maintenance.  As one can imagine there is an on-going programme of  
maintenance and repair; each of  the wooden cars is rebuilt about every three 
years.  There are 27 cars operating daily in rotation: seven double-ended on 
the California Line and 20 single-ended on the other two lines.  The latter are 
turned-around on three manually-operated turntables at each end of  the lines; 
a fourth turntable is located in the car barn to ensure the single-ended cars are 
facing the correct direction when they leave the car barn.

Our thanks to Les for a very interesting, enlightening and lively evening complete 
with a demonstration of  the ‘bell talk’ between the conductor at the rear of  the 
car and the gripman at the front. 

TerryWaterfield

----oooOooo---

Members Evening – 11th January

42 members packed themselves into the hall for 
another lively, diverse and informative evening.  
Four very different topics were covered from 
Signal Boxes, Canal Boats and Historical artefacts 
of  retail and farming.

Geoff West started the evening with a trip down 
memory lane and the case of  Disappearing Signal 
Boxes.  He told us that nearly all manual signal 
boxes are to be abolished by the end of  2020.  The 
latest closure involved those along the Calder 
Valley line including Hebden Bridge and Halifax.  
We were shown examples of  boxes in the West 
Country, the east and north before returning 
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nearer to home with a look at Leamington Spa North Box which was visited 
by NIAG in June 1984 just before it closed.  The three boxes at Northampton, 
Wellingborough Station, Glendon North Junction and the small box at Banbury 
Lane crossing were also visited.  Finally we looked at the very small signal box 
within Wolverton Works believed to be LNW Railway in origin. (Photo page 4)

Peter Boyce gave us an update on the continuing restoration work at Tess Wharf.  
He told us that in 2016 he took the working boat RENFREW to Woking to load 
6 tons of  oak, sliced from two large logs from France at a sawmill in Surrey.  He 
brought the cargo back via the Thames and Oxford Canal.  It is now seasoning 
in a purpose built woodshed to be used in rebuilding the butty LUCY.

CLENT, the wooden Fellows, Morton and Clayton motor boat, had her new 
counter block fitted in 2016, with rebuilding work on the stern including counter 
planking, back deck and shearing in the cabin and engine room.  The rest of  
her side planks were fitted by mid-2018 and the engine was pulled back into the 
engine room using a winch and rollers.  The fuel tanks could then be refitted and 
the bulkhead bolted in place.  A start was made on fitting the bolts through the 
engine bed.  In January 2019 a new piece of  keelson was installed prior to fitting 
the new bottom planks.

Jane produced the annual tour through the year’s visits and walks of  2018 and 
for the first time managed to cover all events including both EMIACs and an 
exhibition which we had attended on the Heritage Weekend in September.  Some 
150 photographs were shown – many of  which had been put into montages.  
After which Ron Whittaker took over with his presentation reminding members 
present about life in their childhood.

Ron’s talk was based on Oakham Treasures a private museum at Portbury, south 
of  Bristol which houses one of  the largest collections of  retail and farming 
history in the UK.  Several pictures were shown of  life in yesteryear, including a 
wide range of  old post boxes, a Boots Chemist shop from the 1930s (photo below), 
various grocery counters full of  pre-war detergents, coffees and loose biscuit 
tins, etc.  In addition, 
there were confectionary 
displays showing old 
Cadbury’s and Fry’s 
chocolate bars.  Special 
bridal displays and 
corsets were shown in 
ladies outfitters stores, as 
well as 1950s hardware 
counters with a wide 
range of  paraffin stoves.

Oakham Treasures also 
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contains many old metal signs and posters, including a White Star Line advert 
from 1912 promoting transatlantic trips on the Titanic, with the claim that the 
ship was “the largest and safest steamer in the world”!  A very large collection of  old 
tractors is on display, together with a Ransome’s threshing machine and 1950s 
Massey-Ferguson combine harvesters.  In addition, early garages with old petrol 
pumps and oil adverts are in abundance.

Ron ended the talk by referring to items more local to Northants which were 
in the Museum.  The ‘O’ gauge model railway on display is based on Oakham 
Station in Rutland in the 1960s, although they call it ‘Oakham Halt’.  NIAG had 
made a visit to Bletchley Park in May 2018 and interestingly, the actual Bletchley 
Park post office used in the house in the War is on display at Oakham Treasures.

The most interesting local item was a bag of  Nene-Valley self-raising flour from 
Nunn Mills at Northampton.  It was produced by Westley Bros. and Clark 
Limited who operated Nunn Mills from 1895 until 1945.

Oakham Treasures is worth a visit for any member travelling to the south-west.  
It is approximately 5 miles from M5 Junction 19 and the website is www.
oakhamtreasures.co.uk. 

Contributors to the evening

----oooOooo----

Desborough Industrial & Provident Co-operative Society – 8th February

Mike Stroud was our speaker for the evening and told us that although 
Desborough’s origins date back to the bronze age and the Romans and later it 
was mentioned in the Domesday book, nothing much really happened in the 
north of  Northamptonshire, even when the Industrial Revolution was making 
its mark on the rest of  the country.  Apart from the mainstay of  agriculture there 
was a little wool and flax weaving and cottage lace making.  The A6 trunk road 
ran through the town and this brought business agents from the nearby towns 
promoting outwork to exploit the cheap labour within the area.  In 1857 the 
railway arrived and although bringing some industry and employment it also 
brought more agents from Leicester and Northampton with their outwork.

This outwork was funnelled through the town’s grocers, etc. who would act 
as the local agent to provide the materials, and take back the finished goods.  
Payment was in tokens and provisions – the truck system.  This system ensnared 
the workers into having no choice but to take their weekly provisions from 
the grocer/agent at whatever cost or quality.  This also led to the goods being 
supplied one week and paid for the next week when the made-up work was 
returned.  This resulted in at least a weekly debt and a lock into the system, 
as the grocer/agent controlled whether the worker was to get the next week’s 
materials when given out.

It only took a few years for some free thinkers to act against this corruption.  By 
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1863 a group of  individuals had joined together, paid £1 each and formed a Co-
operative Society which was destined to become the largest in the country by 
membership compared to the local population.  In 1864 it opened its first shop 
for one evening per week – 48 High Street.  Business grew steadily and by 1885 
it was decided to buy land to be let to members as allotments.  In 1890 they built 
20 cottages in Union Street and by 1895 had 548 members which represented 
a third of  the town’s population.  Also in 1895, they added 14 more cottages in 
Queen Street, a boot and shoe factory in Victoria Street and bought out the local 
building society.  1903 brought a drapery store and by 1905 the quarrying for 
iron ore had started – at the rate of  2,000 tons per week.

There had been, for a few years past, at this time one or two businesses producing 
ladies corsetry and therefore there were numerous women workers skilled in 
this type of  work.  With a few manipulative words in the right places the local 
managing committee were able to persuade the CWS board in Manchester that 
they should relocate their main works to Desborough, where it is still operating, 
albeit owned now by a Chinese company.  There was no stopping them – they 
bought numerous farms including becoming the local lords of  the manor, and 
then in 1913 they bought a local village, Harrington, lock stock and barrel.  This 
enterprise, it should be pointed out, was for the iron ore deposits beneath all this 
land.

1913 was the Society’s 50th anniversary and the pinnacle point at which Mike 
concluded its history.  He did go on to point out that this success, which provided 
much employment, wealth and satisfaction to Desborough for a hundred years 
or more, has now (like most other co-operative societies) declined in the last 
few years.  Unfortunately it has left in its wake various land covenants and 
leases which are now having a detrimental and inhibiting effect on the retail 
environment of  the town.  This in effect has completed the circle.  The society 
was born from locals being locked into buying provisions from a single store, 
but by its own success it is now preventing other stores and businesses from 
emerging and operating in the town.  Thus locals once again are locked into 
buying provisions from a single store.

Ron Hanson

----oooOooo----

The Edge Hill Light Railway –  8th March 

Mark Reader of  the Industrial Railway Society gave a most detailed talk with 
excellent graphics about this ironstone railway that operated for very few years 
just after WWI on the border of  Warwickshire and Oxfordshire.  Mark had used 
Tonks’ book The Ironstone Quarries of  the Midlands Vol 2 as his starting point when 
asked to investigate the history of  the Edge Hill Light Railway.  He soon realised 
that Tonks had written about Edge Hill some forty years after closure and there 
were errors in the text, so a general re-assessment was required.  



8

The Edge Hill escarpment is close to Banbury and at the start of  WWI, it was 
thought to contain about 30 million tons of  iron ore which was close to the 
surface with little overburden.  Modern surveys have revealed there are some 
400 million tons of  ore still extant in the area. 

As a result of  WWI, around 1917 the demand for ore escalated and it was 
planned to open up some 600 acres of  quarries at Edge Hill.  Colonel Stephens 
(famous or notorious with many second-hand light railways to his name) was 
employed to conduct a survey.  He planned to move the iron ore by constructing 
a standard gauge railway line from the quarries down to a siding on the Stratford-
upon-Avon and Midland Junction Railway (SMJ) near Burton Dassett.  (This 
siding had been installed to receive iron ore quarried in the Burton Dassett hills 
and moved there by means of  an aerial ropeway between about 1898 to 1909.)

Unusually for an ironstone railway, Col. Stephens intended the line from Edge 
Hill to have a Light Railway Order which required an Act of  Parliament.  The 
original plan was for 11 miles of  line with many level crossings and branches 
to various locations. Strong opposition meant that 6 miles were granted but in 
practice only about 3½ miles were ever built.  After all the planning and time 
taken up with a public inquiry, construction work only started in 1919 after the 
war was finished and was not completed until 1922.

The escarpment at Edge Hill rose 300ft at 1-in-6 from 400ft above sea level 
which meant that the railway line was in three parts, a relatively flat section from 
the quarries to the top of  the scarp, a 1-in-6 incline down the scarp and then a 
further flat section to the siding on the SMJ.  The incline was rope-hauled with 
an elaborated systems of  horizontally-mounted winding wheels under the track 
at the top of  the escarpment. There were three railway lines at the top.  The two 
side lines, carried the loaded wagons and were higher than the central line. This 
was known as the ‘Kips’.  The incline itself  had a two-track section made up of  
three rails, the centre rail being common to both tracks. 

Quarrying started in October 1922 and continued somewhat intermittently 
until January 1925, when operations ceased and the system was mothballed, 
with locomotives and other equipment being left in-situ.  The ore was of  good 
quality, containing some 27-35 per cent iron.  It was self-fluxing and dry and 
therefore did not require calcination.  However, it seems that these advantages 
were insufficient to keep the quarry working.

A caretaker was on site from 1922 to 1937.  It then remained moribund until 
finally being cut up in 1946.  Having just been left, especially during WW2, 
when locos, equipment and other metallic scrap were at a premium, is a mystery. 

Around 1950 the EHLR sought compensation from the MOD who had 
established a facility at Marlborough Farm in 1941 (now Army Kineton) and 
severed the quarry line.  However, they were not successful.  Eventually EHLR 
went into voluntary liquidation in 1957 some thirty years after the last ore was 
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extracted.

Why was it never successful?  Was the original intention to extend the line in 
some way to create a branch serving local villages?  Did it just take too long to 
actually get any ore out by which time the original reason had passed? 

The NIAG visit in 2007 revealed some trackwork and other hardware still in 
position on the incline. However, it is understood that the incline and the other 
parts of  the line are now inaccessible.

Mike Ringwood

For interest: A couple of  engines were shown in the talk and information about 
these 0-6-0 tank engines is that they were built in 1872 and named Deptford 
and Shadwell.  They were ex LB&SCR Terriers and the 0-4-0 saddle tank was 
a Manning Wardle built in 1889 called Sankey.  There was also a steam shovel 
shown which was a Ruston Steam Navvy. 

______________________

SUMMER REPORTS OF 2019

The British Motor Museum at Gaydon – 1st May

It was a glorious spring day and a pleasure to be bowling along the county’s 
lanes studded with early wild flowers in the hedgerows, to the first NIAG walk 
of  the season.

The Motor Museum is housed in an impressive pair of  new buildings, with a 
large car park.  Free tours are run from the reception of  the main building, 
covering either the museum or the vehicle storage area in the other building.  
There were four NIAG members attending and we elected to go on the museum 
tour.  On this our guide showed us the original Land Rover describing its 
conception, numerous vehicles used in film making and the original home-built 
hill climb special built by Alec Issigonis (designer of  the Mini launched in 1959).  
This vehicle, built during the 1930s, incorporated ideas such as monocoque 
construction and rubber suspension, which would later emerge as the Mini.

Both buildings were filled with lovingly restored cars, representing vehicles built 
mainly in the Midlands.  Some were displayed in the form of  a time line.  I 
personally would have liked to see a time line of  car engineering evolution, but 
sadly this was not an option.

During the day we nostalgically reacquainted ourselves with models we once 
owned or learnt to drive in or just plain drooled over.

Ron Hanson

___________________
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ARTICLES

Shoe Book Reviews 2019

By far the most useful to help people understand the complexities of  boot and 
shoemaking is Steve Pateman’s Boss in Boots, the story behind Kinky Boots 210 
pages of  text and 10 pages of  small colour photographs, ISBN 978-1-5272-2970-
9, self-published, 2018.  Hilarious at first in his friendly village factory (Earls 
Barton, Northamptonshire), but beware of  tears as well: making men’s boots 
with women’s high stiletto heels was no easy matter.  Many people will have 
seen the film or Musical, but I found the amplification too loud for my ancient 
ears.  A large booklet (about 50 pages) was on sale.  The show is still on tour, 
including Ireland, but the book is difficult to put down.

The University of  Northampton has produced Fashion Textiles Footwear Accessories 
2018, large format, 28 pages, mostly black text on red ground which does not 
encourage reading.  The Cheney & Sons advert at the end is legible.

Walk this Way, Footwear from the Stuart Weitzman Collection of  Historic Shoes 208 
page hardback published 2018, New York Historical Society, to accompany 
the exhibition of  the same name; ISBN 978-1-91128-14-3.  After the inevitable 
Chinese shoes for bound feet and Indian toe-knob sandals for hot Turkish 
bath floors (not for impeding movement I have seen women running in them).  
Four brief  texts introduce each section, the last by Edward Maeder (formerly 
Costume Curator at the Los Andeles County Museum of  Art, when we found 
the two women’s Napoleon style Prize boots with 64 stitches to the inch, and a 
top boot with a mere 50); the one with 72 to the inch has yet to be found: likely 
to be in America.  Please note that he was not the Founding Director of  the Bata 
Shoe Museum.  That was Alika Webber, the anthropologist, who approached 
Sonja Bata in March 1980 with her plan for a shoe museum to cover the world’s 
footwear.  Edward’s contribution introduces ‘Sentimental Survivors’.  In no 
obvious order, 1830s ivory sandal shoes close to Rigaud’s full-length portrait of  
Louis XIV in Coronation robes, it is the photographs which are useful for later 
19th to end of  20th century.  Two page Bibliography, mostly American books.

Costume, the Journal of  the Costume Society, no.1, March 2018 includes 
Suzanne Lussier’s article on the Gown and Accessories of  Queen Henrietta 
Maria’s 1625 trousseau.  She suggests the shoes would be tied with ribbons and 
worn with rosettes (shoe roses).  Most shoe roses were in fact part of  the ribbon 
that fastened the shoes to keep them on the foot.

The 2018 Autumn Newsletter of  DATS (Dress and Textile Specialists), p.5 ends 
the article on the Scottish Fisheries Museum with a severely cropped photograph 
of  two boots, which usually would extend above the knee, splendid examples of  
leather boots for seamen.  It is a pity that one at least was not shown in full, 
especially as a good five inches of  the page below is empty.
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Yet another book on Henry III, The Son of  Magna Carta, this by Matthew Lewis, 
2016 ISBN 978 1 44565357 0, 287 page hardback.  It omits any mention of  the 
king’s so far unique (?) choice of  giving shoes to the poor as alms (Christmas, 
Easter and Whitsun) instead of  money or food.  But the book does show his 
struggle to obtain funds to run the country.  Now I wonder if  it was cheaper, and 
were the shoemakers paid?

Anthony Meredith’s 2017 96 page soft-back A–Z of  Northampton, Places, People, 
History ISBN 978 1 4456 6572 6 includes photographs of  a number of  shoe 
factories, some in their prime condition, and sadly, others now neglected, even 
though listed buildings.

June Swann, Feb. 2019  

----oooOooo----

Walking in the footsteps of the Medicis

The Vasari corridor in Florence linking the Uffizi gallery to the Pitti palace is 
due to reopen in 2021, allowing visitors to use the walkway that enabled Medici 
princes to cross the city above the crowds.  A 10million euro renovation project 
will extend the exhibition space of  the gallery and permit up to half  a million 
visitors a year to use the corridor to cross the River Arno, 125 at a time.  The 
refit of  the Uffizi, which is famous for its collection of  Renaissance treasures, 
was unveiled on the 18th February 2019 by Eike Schmidt, the gallery’s director.  
“We wanted to make this exceptional cultural treasure accessible to everyone, in complete 
safety, so that everyone can walk through the heart of  the art, the history and the memory 
of  Florence.  Its reopening will be a key measure for tourism in Florence and Italy.  It will 
provide oxygen for the entire sector and create new jobs.”

The 505m (1,650ft) corridor closed for safety reasons in 2016, but its opening 
to the general public had been under discussion since 1964.  It was designed 
by Giorgio Vasari, a Medici court painter and architect, and opened in 1565.  
It linked the Uffizi (offices) of  Florentine magistrates to the Medici family 
residence in the Pitti palace.  The corridor crosses the Arno along the top of  the 
Ponte Vecchio.

The corridor lies above the shops and arcade – ie the small windows.
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Previously more than 700 portraits adorned the corridor’s walls, but these will 
be replaced by Greek and Roman sculptures and marble inscriptions.  Because 
these works are not light sensitive, the 73 windows, many of  which had to be kept 
closed, will be able to stay open, offering impressive views.  More contemporary 
content will also be on show, including photographs of  the damage caused by 
a mafia bomb that exploded near the corridor in 1993 which shredded some of  
its paintings.

The Times – 19th February 2019

The Vasari Corridor was built in five months by order of  Duke Cosimo I de’ 
Medici in 1565, to the design of  Giorgio Vasari.  It was commissioned in 
connection with the marriage of  Cosimo’s son, Francesco, with Johanna of  
Austria.  The idea of  an enclosed passageway was motivated by the Grand 
Duke’s desire to move freely between his residence and the government palace, 
when, like most monarchs of  the period, he felt insecure in public, in his case 
especially because he had replaced the Republic of  Florence.  The meat market 
of  Ponte Vecchio was moved to avoid its smell reaching into the passage, its 
place being taken by the goldsmith shops that still occupy the bridge.  At the 
latter extremity, the corridor was forced to pass around the Mannelli’s Tower, 
after the staunch opposition of  that family to its destruction. 

In the middle of  Ponte Vecchio, the corridor is characterized by a series of  
panoramic windows facing the Arno, in the direction of  the Ponte Santa Trinita.  
These replaced the smaller windows of  the original construction in 1939, by 
order of  Benito Mussolini.  The larger windows were installed for an official 
visit to Florence by Adolf  Hitler to give him a panoramic view of  the river. 

After the Ponte Vecchio the Corridor passes over the loggiato of  the church of  
Santa Felicita; at that point it had a balcony, protected by a thick railing, looking 
into the interior of  the church, in order to allow the Grand Duke’s family to 
follow services without mixing with the populace. 

The area closest to the Uffizi entrance was heavily damaged by a bombing 
commissioned by the Italian mafia on the night of  May 27th, 1993.  When a car 
bomb was detonated next to the Torre dei Pulci, located between via Lambertesca 
and via de’ Georgofili, this section of  the Uffizi Gallery was among the buildings 
damaged, and several artworks in the Corridor were destroyed.  These paintings, 
some hopelessly damaged, have been pieced back together and placed back on 
their original spot to serve as a reminder of  the event. 

Taken from Wikipedia website – March 2019

With the bombings of  World War II, the Nazis blew up all the bridges except 
Ponte Vecchio, and the Vasari Corridor was the only possibility to cross the city 
from north to south even though it suffered several damages

Florence Museums web-site

----oooOooo----
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Super Canal Tunnels – 2,000 yards-plus

A list has been compiled regarding the canal network’s longest tunnels and 
two articles in the Waterway World magazine drew my attention to two of  them 
mentioned in our county and which NIAG has visited many times over the 
years.  Ed.

The Braunston Tunnel on the Grand Union – completed in 1796 with a length 
of  2,042 yards.
This tunnel was completed by William Jessop and James Barnes in 1796.  
Like its longer near-neighbour at Blisworth, it is broad-beam and 25ft 7in at 
the waterline, allowing uninterrupted two-way working of  narrowboats.  The 
engineers had issues with the condition of  the soil and the 300 yards of  quicksand 
under Daventry Reservoir proved a particular challenge.  The tunnel is notable 
for having severe kinks throughout its length, which are probably more the result 
of  difficult terrain than poor surveying.
The tunnel was built without a towpath so the early boats had to be legged 
through and the horses led over the top of  the hill.  This process was slow and 
inconvenient so in 1870 a novel wire-rope system was deployed.  Powered by 
a steam engine, this enabled boats to be latched on and hauled through.  This 
experiment did not prove successful, however, and within a year it was replaced 
by a more conventional steam tug service – a method of  transit that was widely 
used on other long tunnels.

Blisworth Tunnel on the Grand Union – completed in 1800 with a length of  
3,076 yards.
The tunnel is the third longest and still navigable at 3,076 yards, and second 
if  you discount the Dudley, which can’t be traversed under your own steam.  
Blisworth is therefore the longest navigable broad tunnel and, given its location 
on the popular Grand Union, it is also the most frequently navigated.  The 
construction of  this immense bore was started by William Jessop in 1793, but its 
workers experienced a major tunnel collapse after hitting impassable quicksand 
three years later, killing 14.  A second tunnel through Blisworth Hill was soon 
started in an attempt to avoid some of  its many streams and springs.  The new 

structure includes numerous adits 
and drainage channels around 
the tunnel lining to release the 
water pressure and maintain its 
structural integrity.  It remains 
very wet and, even in the driest 
summers, passing boaters can 
expect a deluge here and there.
The tunnel was still incomplete 
when the Grand Junction Canal 
was opened in 1800 and a The southern end of  the tunnel
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temporary tramway was built over the 143ft hill to let its owners generate income 
until the new tunnel was finished in 1805.  The tramway rails were subsequently 
reused to connect the GJC to the River Nene while the Northampton Arm 
was built.  By the time the tunnel was completed, the death toll had reached a 
staggering 50, with countless others injured.
Legging through this long bore was a slow business and caused bottlenecks, 
so steam tugs were introduced in 1871 to improve passage times, though this 
placed strain on the ventilation.  Twenty-one shafts had been sunk during 
construction, of  which four had been retained for ventilation – one of  which 
is offset from the main tunnel and can be seen through a pair of  cross adits.  
A further three ventilation shafts were reopened in 1861 after two men were 
asphyxiated by the emissions from a steam tug they were manning.  From the 
outset, the blue clay terrain in the central section caused the tunnel lining to 
distort and the movement reduced narrowboat navigation to one-way traffic in 
the late 1970s.  The distortion was so severe that it closed completely in 1982 and 
a long section was relined using pre-formed concrete sections and reopened two 
years later.  This construction technique was used as a test bed for the subsequent 
construction of  the Channel Tunnel.

Waterways World – February 2019

----oooOooo----

Northampton’s Indian connection
Reproduced here in full is the article which appeared in a newspaper in Mumbai, 
India after Peter got involved during his research into his latest book on William 
Harrison Barwell - 19th Century Northampton Ironfounder.  It was difficult to attempt 
to precis this article so I decided to reproduce the whole article in its entirety.  Ed. 

The Fitzgerald Fountain in Mumbai

Brit Twin saves Indian sibling from near death – Not humans, we’re talking ancient 
fountains as complex as Lego puzzles.  A 152 year old cast-iron engineering 
marvel will occupy pride of  place in SoBo after 200 missing parts are created 
in Moradabad and Jaipur by hunting down drawings of  identical fountain in 
English town.

Solving the Fitzgerald puzzle
How the search for missing pieces of  a British-era neglected fountain in Mumbai 
led the restoration team to a small English town, and a twin that had suffered a 
worse fate.  Arita Sarkar is the author of  the following article.

----------------
How many countries does it take to fix a fountain?  Well, if  you take the case 
of  the restoration of  the Fitzgerald Fountain, currently underway at the lawns 
of  Byculla’s Veermata Jijabai Udyan, the answer is two.  One, to put the pieces 
together (India) and another to solve the jigsaw puzzle (Britain).
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Erected in 1867 at the Metro cinema junction in 
Dhobi Talao, the Fitzgerald Fountain – named 
so because it was meant to mark the arrival of  Sir 
William Robert Seymour Vesey-Fitzgerald, who 
served as Governor of  Bombay from 1867 to 
1872 – was pulled down and placed at the lawns 
behind the Dr Bhau Daji Lad Museum.  Here 
it was lying in decay when the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation (BMC) decided to 
restore it as part of  a larger project taken up to 
restore all heritage structures with cultural value.
Neglected since the 1960s, the cast-iron fountain, 
which also functions as a gas lamp, was 
commissioned by the Esplanade Committee, but 
doesn’t figure in the list of  heritage monuments.  
The Bhau Daji Lad museum is listed as a Grade 
2A site but no separate category was given to 
the fountain or any statues in its vicinity.  Once 
restored, the BMC can put in an application to 
categorise it.  Conservation architect Pankai 

Joshi said, “if  categorised, it would fall under the Grade 1 heritage category”.  Three 
years ago Joshi, who also heads the Urban Design Research Institute (UDRI), 
was roped in as expert for the restoration project, which would be conducted 
along with members of  the BMC’s Heritage Department.
At first inspection, the team realised that more than 200 parts of  the structure 
were missing.  Worse, they didn’t know what these missing pieces originally 
looked like.

From metal to metal
The team of  150, which includes Joshi, sculptor Deepak Paunikar and eight 
officials from the BMC, first tested the composition of  the cast iron in the 
fountain.  This took three months, but was an important activity since it ensured 
that the missing parts that would be recreated would be of  the same composition.
For starters, the fountain was dismantled.  “Many pieces had been damaged.  The 
structure was tilting, corroded and close to collapsing.  The structure is built like a jigsaw 
puzzle and every piece has to be structurally stabilised before it can be fitted back together,” 
said Joshi.  To make things more challenging, the pieces would have to be refit 
in the same sequence they were dismantled.  Like a Lego structure, the fountain 
would be structurally sound only if  assembled in the correct order.
What helped the restoration team, said sub-engineer with the heritage 
department, Sanjay Adhav, was the symmetry of  the 44 feet-tall structure.  Adhav 
has the responsibility of  supervising site work, including water engineering and 
constructing the foundation at Metro junction.  “There are four identical parts to 
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the fountain.  If  the missing element is present in any of  the four parts, we can use that to 
cast moulds for the replicas” he said.  Yet if  only one part of  the four-piece puzzle 
was available, the team considered itself  lucky.  Adhav, who has been with the 
civic body for 22 years, said among the missing pieces was a six-feet tall lamp 
that once sat at the top of  the structure.

A piece in England
Where symmetry fell short, the internet helped.  Adhav and Sanjay Sawant, 
senior heritage conservator in the heritage department, scoured the web for 
images of  the fountain from when it was still up and running.  They also 
approached the officials at the Bhau Daji Lad museum asking if  they had any 
drawings or information about the Fountain.  The officials then connected the 
restoration team with industrial archaeologist Peter Perkins.
A resident of  Northamptonshire in Britain, Perkins had in fact written to the Dr 
Bhau Daji Lad museum a couple of  years ago, inquiring about the Fitzgerald 
Fountain.  At the time, he was conducting research for his book on the products 
created at the Eagle Foundry in Northampton owned by an ironfounder named 
Edward Harrison Barwell.  From the museum, he wanted pictures of  the 
Fitzgerald fountain, which bore a striking resemblance with the Market Square 
fountain, which stood in his town 80 miles north of  London.
Market Square fountain was erected in 1863 to commemorate the marriage of  
Prince Albert to Princess Alexandra of  Denmark, but was removed in 1962 due 
to repeated vandalism.
Hoping that he may benefit from Perkin’s expertise on the subject, Adhav wrote 
to him on 30th October 2018 requesting him to share any drawings of  the design 
of  the Market Square fountain.  Four days later Adhav received a picture from 
the National Archives at Kew in London.  Adhav added that the BMC has 
written to the National Archives for permission to reproduce the sketch for the 
project.
Armed with old images of  both fountains, Joshi and team were able to visualise 
the structure.  But some pieces were still missing.

A twin, yet unknown
In February, Adhav found the last piece of  the puzzle.  After dismantling the 
structure, he spotted a number engraved on the inner side of  the four panels of  
the fountain.  Perkins was able to shed light on the curious six-digit number.  
“The number was the patent or the design registration number and it matched the six digit 
number printed on the design 
drawing.  We realised that the 
Fitzgerald fountain and the 
Market Square fountain are 
twins!”
Next to the patent number 
was a diamond registration (c) Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum, Mumbai collection
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mark.  Perkins explained over email that this is used to ascertain the date on 
which the design was registered – January 25, 1864.  Perkins pointed out that 
Barwell & Co had produced a wide range of  ironwork over a period of  more 
than 40 years.  “A catalogue of  their products contains designs for over 350 different 
items of  ironwork, including large items such as bridges, decorative fencing and railings, 
water pumps, fire grates and stoves, architectural ironwork such as gates and railings as 
well as small objects like door plates and drawer handles.” he said.
About the Northampton fountain, he said: “Barwell & Co registered the design with 
the British Patents Design and Trade Marks Office in 1864 when it was called a lamp 
pillar.  However, their catalogue calls it a lamp and fountain, so it would appear to have 
had a dual function.”  On how one product landed in India, his guess is that 
someone here had a copy of  the catalogue and placed an order.

All-India support
The lamp, Joshi said, still poses a challenge.  “The lamp will have to be made using 
hand blown glass, which is usually made in the foundries of  Moradabad.”  Currently, a 
wooden mock-up of  the lamp is being prepared to ascertain its size, design and 
scale.  It will then be made in cast iron like the rest of  the structure.  Adhav added 
that unlike its previous design, however, the lamp will no longer be fuelled by 
gas, and will get electrical lights as per heritage committee guidelines.  Whether 
these will be LED or filament bulbs is detail yet to be worked out.
But Mumbai and Northamptonshire and Moradabad are not the only cities 
involved in this project.  Whilst moulds for a few missing pieces are being 
prepared here, many others are currently being made in cast iron foundries of  
Ahmedabad, Jaipur and Bhiwandi.  “It’s only once all parts are in place, that the 
water engineering work will begin”, said Adhav.
Finishing touches will include sand-blasting to remove corrosion, a process that 
is familiar territory for Deepak Paunikar, the sculptor picked for the project.  
Paunikar who has also worked on a similar gas lamp and fountain – the Khad 
Parsi statue at Byculla – says the final look for the heritage fountain is yet to 
be decided and the team is toying with three ideas.  “One of  the samples will be 
prepared with a chemical process which will give it an oxidised look, while another option 
is to wax and buff  it to give it an antique look.  The third option is to use a polyurethane 
coating which was used for Khada Parsi” he explained.

Two countries, 152 years and countless number of  people with years of  expertise 
behind them.  That’s what is takes to fix a piece of  history.

Entire article taken from the Sunday Mid-day, Mumbai, India of  
10th March 2019, and was written by Arita Sarkar.

A few stats:
1867 was when the fountain/lamp helmed by Edward Harrison Barwell was 
erected at the Metro junction.
It stood at 44 feet in height which included the gas lamp, with a width of  13ft.
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Other
The Northamptonshire Market Square fountain was erected in 1863 to commemorate 
the marriage of  Prince Albert to Princess Alexandra of  Denmark.
In the 1960s, the same time as the fate of  its twin in Mumbai, it was removed due 
to repeated incidents of  vandalism.
Fitzgerald Fountain, Mumbai marked the arrival of  Sir William Robert Seymour 
Vesey-Fitzgerald, who served as Governor of  Bombay from 1867 to 1872.  
Placed at the Metro junction in Dhobi Talao, it was later kept at the lawns of  
Dr Bhau Daji Lad museum in Byculla and was taken up for restoration in 2018 
having been neglected in the post colonial era.
One of  the interesting features of  the fountain – which has two basins for 
drinking water – is a maintenance door that opens inwards.

Photo on page 15  (c) Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum, Mumbai collection
________________

UPDATES

The Drapery, Northampton
It was a question of  ‘we told you so’ when the Borough Council finally woke up to 
the fact that the air quality down the Drapery in Northampton was found to be 
of  great concern and the pollution level has been put on the ‘concern’ list.  The 
pollution has been caused by the idling buses which are parked in the Drapery 
between disgorging passengers and waiting to pick up the next influx before 
leaving the town to their various destinations around the county.  Apparently 
there are three zones which have been flagged up as ‘areas of  concern’, they are 
The Drapery, Abington Square junction of  Wellingborough Road and the White 
Elephant junction in Kettering Road.  It is said that the Borough Council are 
now going to decide what action should be taken.

Northampton Chronicle & Echo – 8th December 2018. (adapted)

MV Balmoral
Sadly it has been announced that although there have been many offers of  help 
following the recent appeal, the project to return MV Balmoral to service in 
2019 has failed.  The vessel moved berth in July to Mardyke Quay, meaning the 
on-board events during the summer were limited in number due to poor access.  
Balmoral moved back to Princes Wharf  in October under her own power.  This 
allowed a resumption of  on-board events.  The immediate plan is to develop 
the use of  the ship as part of  the Bristol scene in a self-sustaining static role, 
providing an interesting venue which can be hired out, whilst developing the 
charity to access funding for the work needed to get her back to sea.  Needless to 
add the task is enormous.

AIA News 188 – Spring 2019
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Daventry Canal Arm abandoned
The long-running dream to build an arm of  the Grand Union Canal into 
Daventry has been officially abandoned.  The money which should have been 
spent on this scheme will be now spent elsewhere.  The canal, apparently, was 
always a longer term vision.  A group which was founded when the canal was 
first talked about and who were dead against the scheme has now been wound 
up as they now ‘accept that the project is dead’.  The funds remaining have been 
given to the Braunston Canal Society, the Inland Waterway Association’s 
Northampton branch and a couple of  other local causes.

Waterways World – February 2019 (adapted)
________________

MISCELLANY OF ITEMS OF INTEREST

Northampton No 3 Signal Box – Electric interlocking frame
The Westinghouse style ‘L’ electric interlocking frame had been supplied and 
installed by Southern Region.  The history of  this frame is rather complicated 
and begins about 1938 when the LMS railway ordered some 400 levers for a 
resignalling scheme at Preston.  This was cancelled on the outbreak of  WWII 
and the frame held as an emergency spare!  In 1952 227 levers were installed at 
Euston, 83 of  which were re-used at North Kent East in 1965.

After a serious fire at Cannon Street in 
1957, 163 levers were utilised there.  These 
were superceded by the London Bridge 
resignalling scheme in 1975.  Following 
which about 100 levers were returned to the 
LM region where they have subsequently 
been used at Bedford and Northampton.  
Other frames which are believed to come 
from this source are Shepherd Lane (1959) 
and Maidstone East (1962).

Geoff  West

Plans afoot to pedestrianise City roads
The crush of  office workers navigating the City of  London’s narrow medieval 
streets amid heavy traffic could come to an end if  plans to pedestrianise fully or 
partially half  of  the Square Mile’s roads are approved.
The City of  London Corporation has published a draft of  its first dedicated 
transport strategy, which proposed making at least 50% of  its street space 
“pedestrian priority” by 2044.  Those roads would be either fully pedestrianised 
or “access only” for vehicles, with all vehicles, including bicycles, expected to give 
way to walkers.  Some 25km of  the City’s streets are pedestrianised or pedestrian 
priority, which the corporation plans to extend to 35km by 2030 before reaching 



20

half  of  all its streets by 2044.  Only 10% of  people rate the experience of  walking 
in London’s financial district as pleasant.  The corporation wants that to rise to 
75% by 2044 through fewer vehicles, more greenery and more seating.
More than 480,000 people work in the City and that number is expected to 
increase to 570,000 by 2030 and to more than 620,000 by 2044.  (and that does not 
include the tourists! Ed).
The cluster of  skyscrapers that includes the so-called Cheesegrater and the 
Gherkin will be prioritised for pedestrian improvements, along with the Culture 
Mile, which covers the area between Farringdon and Moorgate, home to the 
Barbican arts centre and the new location for the Museum of  London.  Streets 
with a pavement width of  less than 2m are also prioritised.
The draft strategy has proposed establishing a core cycle network by 2030 
where streets would have either a 2m-wide protected cycle lane or a limit of  150 
vehicles an hour with priority given to cyclists over motor vehicles.  A 15mph 
speed limit would be introduced by 2022.  A corporation survey found that only 
4% of  cyclists in the City rated the experience as pleasant, while 56% found it 
unpleasant.

The Times – 11th October 2018.

Electricity from Coal or not
Following the interesting EMIAC last year at Trent (see report in issue 150), 
according to an article in the New Scientist, the EU is accelerating global 
warming and damaging forests worldwide.  A lawsuit has been filed against 
the EU by an alliance of  environmental organisations and seven individuals 
who state that the encouragement of  wood-burning is not counting the carbon 
emissions.  The lawsuit is aiming to end subsidies for biomass energy and stop 
wood-burning as a means to meet renewable energy targets.
The group say that it might be appealing to burn wood as opposed to fossil fuels, 
but wood produces more carbon dioxide than burning coal per unit of  energy 
produced. They argue that ‘since new trees don’t instantly magically appear when old 
trees are cut down and burnt, there’s a carbon impact’.  Globally trees are being cut 
down at a faster rate than they can grow.  Apparently even if  trees do re-grow, 
there will still be more CO

2
 in the atmosphere than if  the original trees had 

been left to grow bigger.  Under EU law none of  the CO
2
 emitted when wood is 

burned is counted.
Damage to woodland areas, forests and nearer to home on the peatlands in 
Ireland is enormous and unless something drastic is done there will be nothing 
left.  Researchers are now saying that the woodburning use on such a massive 
scale is a bad idea and that it is not sensible to keep on subsidising it.

New Scientist – 9th March 2019.

I always did think it was a silly idea to cut down masses of  trees on another continent and 
ship it half  way round the world to feed the power stations in this country and elsewhere.  
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We all know from watching our own trees in the garden how long they take to grow.  It 
could be said that never mind the carbon emission what about the carbon imprint of  all 
these movements by ship and road to reach their destinations.  It will be interesting to see 
if  the EU gets a bloodied nose.  Ed

The Bradlaugh Hall in Lahore, Pakistan – Order to save building
Pakistani authorities have been ordered to preserve a dilapidated hall in Lahore 
named after former Northampton MP Charles Bradlaugh.  The 19th century 
building was a symbol revolution for British India and carries the former 
Northampton MP’s name because he was greatly admired in Indian circles 
because of  his support of  Indian self-rule.  So popular was Bradlaugh he was 
dubbed the Member for India.  The hall was once a hub for political events, 
receptions, literary readings and poetry recitals where Muslims, Hindus and 
Sikhs all gathered, but its condition has deteriorated for decades.
Earlier in March a team of  experts formed on the orders of  Pakistan’s Supreme 
Court to report on historical sites falling on the route of  a metro project visited 
Bradlaugh Hall.  They concluded the hall was in need of  protection and 
preservation.  The authorities have been directed to protect the hall in line with 
the judgement of  the Supreme Court.

Northampton Chronicle & Echo – 21st March 2019

It’s interesting to see how Pakistan and India seem to revere their Imperial past both 
with the Fountain and now this building.  We, on the other hand, seem to find any old 
excuse to knock our past down on the flimsiest of  excuse – the Maltings and a gasholder 
in Northampton for example and nothing, as yet, has replaced either the building or the 
holder – just an empty site surrounded by hoardings.  Ed

----oooOooo----

NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTY

Northampton and Lamport Railway
The Northampton & Lamport railway have been awarded grants totalling 
£60,160 to help it complete its southern extension to Boughton crossing.  Work 
on the ½-mile stretch started approximately 10 years ago and the majority of  
the track has already been laid and signalling equipment installed; however, 
bridge 11 (a low seven-arch viaduct) has not yet been restored to passenger-
carrying standards.  The grants from Daventry DC and the EU’s LEADER fund 
will cover 80% of  the costs of  refurbishing this structure and a cattle creep.  A 
further £18,000 is required for the completion of  these projects and also the 
construction of  a platform at the new southern terminus adjacent to the A5199.  
Land has been provided by the nearby Windhover Pub for a station building to 
eventually be constructed, but this will require separate funding.  The railway is 
also planning a ¼-mile northward extension over bridge 14 (the current limit of  
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operations) to Merry Tom crossing.
Today’s Railways UK – February 2019

Irchester Barclay moves to Lamport line
Irchester Ironstone Quarries Andrew Barclay 0-4-0T No.9 (2323/1952) will be 
restored to working order 50 years after it last steamed.  It moved from its long-
term home at the Rushden Transport Museum to a new base at the Northampton 
& Lamport Railway on 7th February.  The loco spent many years plinthed at 
Irchester County Park and Wicksteed Park.

Information from member Peter Acres.

Shoemaker to double production at factory
Dr Martens announced in March plans to invest £2m in its Wollaston site where 
it plans to build a new visitor and heritage centre.  The shoemaker will also 
upgrade its manufacturing facilities in Cobbs Lane to nearly double production 
up to 165,000 pairs.  The heritage centre is expected to open in the Spring of  
2020 and will feature a factory tour, a shop selling hand-made products and an 
‘experience centre’ displaying memorabilia.
Dr Martens CEO said: “This investment demonstrates our on going commitment to 
Northamptonshire and to upholding Dr Martens’ distinguished brand heritage.  We 
are really proud of  our history and of  our roots in Northamptonshire – the country has 
played a huge role in the growth of  our brand and we want people to be able to experience 
this.  The investment also highlights the success of  our Made in England range and its 
continued popularity with our customers”.
The Wollaston factory was founded in 1901 and Dr Martens wants the new 
heritage centre there to become a tourist attraction.

Northampton Chronicle & Echo – 7th March 2019

78 Derngate, Northampton is named the winner of the ‘Hidden Gem’ award 
2019
Charles Rennie Mackintosh designed 78 Derngate and it has now been named 
as winner of  the Hidden Gem category at the UK Heritage Awards 2019.  The 
Grade two listed house is the only house in England to have been designed by 
the world-renowned Scottish architect, designer, watercolourist and artist.  In 
the early 2000s the Georgian house underwent a £1.4 million restoration project 
and has been open to tourists since 2003.  It was originally transformed into the 
Art Deco style by Mackintosh between 1916 and 1917 after being commissioned 
by its owner – the model maker Wenman Joseph Bassett-Lowke.  The house 
passed out of  the Bassett-Lowke family and in 1964, it became the base for 
Northampton High School.

Northampton Chronicle & Echo – 11th April 2019

_______________
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OF THIS AND THAT

NIAG’S Committee
NIAG’s Committee is concerned that it has been two persons short of  full 
complement since the last AGM and so far no one has come forward to volunteer.  
So this is a plea for members to think if  they could spare a little time to help in 
one way or another.
Anyone can be a Committee Member; you do not need special skills, just an 
interest in industrial heritage.  However, if  you do have specific skills, this could 
be an additional benefit.  For example, Terry ideally would like someone to 
take on the web-site soon, to ensure that a) the web-site continues and b) more 
importantly, we retain the domain-name which is currently on a ten year lease.
We also need to think about the future.  In the medium to longer term, there will 
be opportunities to take on the roles of  Treasurer, and Secretary to ensure that 
NIAG continues to prosper.  In addition, there is the role of  Newsletter Editor 
(ex-officio even though Jane attends the Committee Meetings).  We cannot 
continue in these posts forever!  The future of  NIAG is in all our hands.
Being a Committee Member is much less daunting than it sounds.  The 
Committee only meets four times each year.  If  you’ve never been on a committee 
before, come and give it a try. You may wish to attend a Committee Meeting as 
an observer.  Even if  you then only want to commit for a year or two, your input 
would be welcomed.  So if  you think you might be able to help or just want to 
find out more, please have a word with Terry Waterfield or myself. 
It was a great help to me that Ron Hanson agreed to take over the organisation and 
coordination of  the Summer Programme this year.  However, fewer Committee 
Members results in fewer summer walks or visits.  Of  course, some Members 
organise visits or walks without being on the Committee – for example, Barry 
Taylor is once again arranging a railtour this year. Please let us know if  you 
would be willing to organise a walk or visit for NIAG next year, whether or not 
you are interested in being on the Committee.

Peter Perkins (Secretary)

Visit to Northamptonshire
Members of  Worcestershire Industrial Archaeological & Local History Society 
are planning a day visit to Northampton on Wednesday 7th August.  They have 
asked for NIAG’s assistance and we plan to give them a conducted tour around 
the town by coach, followed by a short walk around part of  the Boot & Shoe 
Quarter.  In the afternoon, they will visit 78 Derngate before returning home, 
possibly via Weedon Depot.

Dates for the Diary
Remaining walks and visits:

10th July Birmingham, Jewellery Quarter.  
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19th July Roade Cutting walk.  

28th July Mountsorrel & Rothley Community Heritage Centre, Great 
Central Railway.  

Full details in the summer programme.

14th September Heritage Fair at Abington Park Museum, Northampton.  NIAG 
takes the stand and publications to this event.  Open 11.00 am to 
4.00 pm.  We look forward to seeing members.

5th October EMIAC at Scunthorpe – leaflet enclosed with full details.  NB:  
If  you want to attend get your booking in as quickly as is possible 
to avoid disappointment.  As we will not be attending, could 
someone who does attend please write a report with photos.  
Thanks.  Jane & Terry.

11th October The Winter talks begin with a talk by Alan Cox. 

Exhibitions
May to 26 Aug AI: more than human – an interactive exhibition to encounter 

Artificial Intelligence; entry fees apply, Barbican, London
May to 27 Oct Secret Rivers – the Thames is one of  many rivers in London, 

some less visible than others.  ‘See’ these hidden streams and 
some of  the art they’ve inspired; free, Museum of  London 
Docklands

(Thanks to Joel at TfLISHG for this information)
____________________

And Finally:

Now for something different!

Breed for Speed
Dogs are fast, we all know that, but some are faster than others.  Below are the 
five speedy breeds to avoid if  you want a slower running partner ....

Greyhound: In at number one we have the most obviously speedy breed of  dog 
that shouldn’t come as a surprise to anyone.  Greyhounds have been specifically 
bred to hunt sizeable running game.  And at a top speed of  45mph, they are 
perfect for the job.

Saluki: Also known as the Persian Greyhound and the Royal Dog of  Egypt, 
these dogs were used from China to the Sahara by nomadic tribes who used 
them to catch gazelles.  And since they can reach 42mph, they did more than a 
fair job.

Whippet:  These descendants of  greyhounds were too small to hunt stag and 
deer, but were instead bred to hunt hares and rabbits that couldn’t match their 
35mph top speed.  They are also known as ‘snap dogs’.



Disclaimer.

The Newsletter Editor and NIAG undertake to reproduce material 
as supplied.  Any factual errors remain the responsibility of  the 
author, who may be faithfully repeating the errors of  the original.  

Unless stated all photographs are credited to Jane and Terry Waterfield.

Border Collie:  Famous for making appearances with John Noakes in Blue 
Peter, this breed can not only reach 35mph, it can take corners without slowing 
down making it excellent for herding sheep.

Jack Russell Terrier:  Don’t be fooled by their size, these small white fox-working 
terriers first bred by the Reverend John Russell in 1795 can exceed speeds of  
25mph in short bursts.  They were meant to chase their prey out of  burrows 
without harming them.

‘On your doorstep’ – a local magazine, Market Weighton, Yorkshire – 2018.

----oooOooo----

Coming Up:
More about the Bradlaugh Hall, Lahore, Pakistan
Summer reports continue

Gaydon Motor Museum
Photos taken in 2013



Article guidelines: Ideally should be no more than about 1200 words, 
unless the article is of  a special interest and accompanied by photographs 
or diagrams.  Shorter articles are always welcome.  Photographs will 
be inserted if  submitted and the Editor is happy to discuss the author’s 
requirements.

Please submit by e-mail, fax or mail.  Where possible photographs are 
encouraged to illustrate all articles.  When submitting photographs via 
e-mail, the picture should be no larger than 250,000 pixels in JPEG format 
and should be sent as separate attachments.  Please give information 
about the photograph.  Photographs/slides sent by post (first class) will be 
returned to you the same way.  Please also include your name and address 
so that you can be credited with taking those photographs and don’t forget 
to put a caption with them.

NIAG Committee

President: Geoffrey Starmer, 34 The Crescent, Northampton,  
NN1 4SB

Secretary Peter Perkins, 116 Northampton Road, Earls Barton, 
Northampton, NN6 0HF
secretary@niag.org.uk

Treasurer Terry Waterfield, 6 Bakers Lane, Norton, Daventry,   
NN11 2EL – 01327 312850
treasurer@niag.org.uk

Web site: Terry Waterfield

Members: Mick Dix, Ron Hanson, Mike Ringwood, 

Web Site:  niag.org.uk

Newsletter Editor
Mrs Jane S Waterfield, 6 Bakers Lane, Norton, Daventry NN11 2EL
Tel: 01327 312850 - e.mail: newsletter@niag.org.uk

Newsletter

Next Issue:  October 2019

Deadline for all articles and information 1st September 2019.  
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