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From the Editor

Welcome to the Spring issue of  our newsletter which as you will note comes to 
you in full colour.  For the past few years we have had a colour spread in the 
middle of  our Winter edition so it was time for another slight change, which is 
progress and I hope a welcome one. 

The Daventry Canal Arm has been discussed again and in theory the council have 
agreed that this will get the go ahead but not before there is more consultation.  
More? Good grief...  I understand that the Flore Bypass has recently hit a snag 
in that a toad, yes you read it, a toad is in the way and nothing can be done for 
6 months while the amphibian is got off  the site.  So the long awaited bypass is 
at a standstill with the happy thought that instead of  finishing in 2018 the road 
probably won’t open until 2019.  Progress it is not.

There is a comprehensive update on the former Midland Railway Engine Shed 
in Northampton, the report can be found on page 20.  There is also news about 
the next AIA Conference, not to be confused with the EMIAC Conference, this 
information can be found on page 23 ‘Of  this and that’.  Speaking of  the next 
EMIAC, matters are well on the way to being completed and looks like being a 
very interesting day, we hope that as many of  you who can will support the day.

Noticed recently was an advert for the sale of  a former factory townhouse 
conversion.  Selling at £415,000 the property lies in Walgrave and once was the 
Walkers’ boot and shoe works.  We looked at this factory when NIAG visited 
Walgrave back in 2011.

Once again the winter talks have been most enjoyable and those members 
who gave the presentations are to be congratulated for their interesting and 
informative talks.

With best wishes for Easter and look forward to seeing you on the walks and 
visits.

JW

--ooOOoo--

BALH Newsletter of the Year Award

With something akin to shock and then euphoria I received, on the 8th March, 
an e-mail notification that our Newsletter has been awarded the BALH Newsletter 
of  the Year Award.  I will be presented with this Award in London on their Local 
History Day at the beginning of  June.  Our Newsletter is sent to the Reviews 
Editor each quarter along with countless others so it is somewhat fantastic that 
it has been chosen out of  so many to win this Award.  As always my grateful 
thanks to those who help to make our Newsletter such a success and long may 
it continue.  All I have to do now is find something suitable to wear for the 
occasion!!

Jane
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LAST OF THE SUMMER REPORTS OF 2016

Third Rushden Boot & Shoe Walk - 8th July

It was a fine summer evening for our third and final visit to Rushden to look 
at the remains of  boot and shoe factories in the town.  In 2014 we toured the 
southern part of  the town and in 2015 we looked at the northern and eastern 
sectors.  The 2016 walk covered part of  the town centre and the area west of  
this which was developed from the 1890s onwards.  Sadly, a number of  the shoe 
factory buildings in this area have disappeared so there were rather more notes 
headed ‘Site of  factory’ than in previous visits.

Our walk commenced at the Argos store on the north side of  High Street 
standing on the site of  Benjamin Denton’s three-storey shoe factory, which he 
occupied from before 1893 until 1930.  The factory was turned into a shop after 
Denton moved out and subsequently demolished in 1974.  Benjamin Denton 
was the founder of  a dynasty of  shoe manufacturers in Rushden.  He opened his 
first factory in about 1840 and later his son George joined with Mr W Wilkins 
to form Wilkins and Denton, who ultimately became known as Totectors.  
George’s twin sons formed another shoe company called Denbros, later known 
as DB Shoes of  which more later. 

On the south side of  High Street, almost opposite Argos, is a blue plaque 
recording the second fire that destroyed Cave’s shoe factory on this site in 1901.  
John Cave was another significant shoe manufacturer in Rushden who started 
his business around 1840, later moving to a small factory on this site.  It was 
enlarged to cope with the growing export trade but then in 1877 came the first 
disastrous fire.  A larger three-storey factory was built on the same site, followed 
by several enlargements to the premises so that it covered the whole block as far 
back as Alfred Street and along to College Street.  In 1897 six lock-up shops were 
erected at the front of  the building facing High Street.  However, in July 1901 the 
second massive fire destroyed the whole of  this works.  Only a small section of  
wall remains round the corner on the south side of  College Street, adjacent to 
the former cinema.  This time Cave didn’t stay on the same site but built a range 
of  single-storey north-lit sheds fronted by a two-storey office block on the north 
side of  College Street in 1904.  When Cave’s finally closed down in 1964, Eaton 
and Co moved here until they too closed in the 1980s.  A modern Wilko store 
now stands on the site.

Next to Cave’s factory on the corner of  College Street and Duck Street stood the 
two-storey Rotary Machine Co’s factory, built in 1902.  It was decorated with 
ball finials on the roof  parapet.  The company manufactured stitching machines 
for shoe factories.  In 1927 the building was converted to a shoe factory for R 
Tarry who was here until at least 1982, after which it was demolished.  The long, 
narrow, single-storey brick building that remains on the opposite side of  Duck 
Street was built for Tarry’s in the 1960s and used as a closing room.
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Behind the terraced houses on the north side of  Fitzwilliam Street stands an 
attractive three-storey factory, now converted to apartments, four pier-and-panel 
bays long, each bay having two tall window openings.  It was built in 1890 
for Jacques & Clark but in 1899 they moved to larger premises at the junction 
of  Station Road and Midland Road.  It was then used by a variety of  other 
shoe companies, including CW Horrell, whose main factory was at the top of  
Fitzwilliam Street on the corner with Moor Road and the next on our viewing 
list.

Charles William Horrell established his shoe manufacturing business in 1895 
and this large three-storey factory was used for all of  its working life by the 
company, closing down in 1976 and now converted to apartments.  The original 
factory on the corner of  Fitzwilliam Street and Moor Road dating from the 
late 1890s was three bays wide along Moor Road with two windows per bay.  
The canted corner originally had loading doors at first floor level and there is 
evidence in the brickwork that there used to be a wall-mounted crane.  The one-
and-a-half  bays on Fitzwilliam Street were next to the manager’s house, built 
at the same time and later converted into offices.  The covered passage between 
house and factory gave access to the factory yard.  Sometime between 1900 and 
1923 a further three bays were constructed along Moor Road, the wider pier 
denoting the break in the two phases.  Various extensions were added behind the 
street frontage over the years but most of  these have now gone.

Along Moor Road were several shoe factories, some buildings still existing, 
some now demolished.  We looked at the site of  Benjamin Ladds’ factory and 
further along a two-storey building that was the first engineering workshop of  E 
Cox, who later became the partner of  George Wright, forming the well-known 
shoe machinery company of  Cox & Wright.  Walking up Montague Street, 
we noted that cast-iron kerbstones still remain on both sides of  the road, some 

marked ‘Reynolds  Harrowden’ and 
others ‘Williamson Wellingborough’, 
both well-known Northamptonshire 
foundries. 

In Windmill Road, we came to the 
building that was constructed for 
Rushden Windmill Club in 1898. 
(photo left).  When, in 1927, they built 
larger premises in adjacent Glassbrook 
Road, the former two-storey club 
house with adjacent single-storey 
function room was taken over by 
Rushden Heel Company to produce 
built leather shoe heels and they 
remained there until 1999. 
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Next door to the 1927 built Rushden Windmill Club in Glassbrook Road is a 
much-altered fragment of  the single-storey shoe factory originally built for James 
Hyde & Co in 1896, extended considerably in 1909 but now largely demolished.  
As with many single-storey Rushden factories there is a screen wall, now pebble-
dashed, to the Glassbrook Road frontage which hides the north-lit saw-tooth 
roof  structure.  In 1932, Walter Sargent took over the factory, moving here from 
the Crabb Street factory we looked at in 2014.

On Sartoris Road, we came across a factory built around 1900 in a gap amongst 
the already established terraced housing.  Such a three-storey factory was 
unusually late for Rushden as other factories built around in this time were 
single storey.  It appears to have been first used by Skerritt & Co.  Further along 
this road is the site of  WW Chamberlain’s first factory.  They were established 
in 1914 and manufactured leatherboard for heels and for heel stiffeners here.  
They went on to become one of  the UK’s largest suppliers of  shoe materials, 
later combining with Northampton-based Phipps Shoe Materials and in 1989 
becoming part of  the Evode Group based at Stafford. 

On Irchester Road is the only shoe factory still in operation in this part of  
Rushden.  It is what English Heritage described as a ‘severely plain’ building, 
single-storey and constructed in phases from 1914 for shoe manufacturers 
Eaton & Co.  It also has a utilitarian two-storey block built in the 1930s at the 
Glassbrook Road corner.  Eatons moved to Cave’s former premises in College 
Street in 1965 and the factory was taken over by DB Shoes, who still produce 
some footwear on the site.  Formerly known as Denbros, the company was 
started by Benjamin Denton’s twin grandsons.

The journey back to our starting place took us past the former Allebone shoe 
factory in Oakley Road, where only the single-storey façade still stands complete 
with ball finials surmounting the parapet, past the 1960s façade of  Prestige 
Footwear (an offshoot of  Allebone) in Washbrook Road and down Midland 
Road to the buildings which were British United Shoe Machinery Co’s service 
and repair depot from 1916 until the 1950s.  Formed of  a two-storey office 
building with attractive roof  pediments and stone detailing together with single-
storey north-lit sheds to the rear, it was until recently used by printers.

Opposite the former BUSM building, on the acute corner of  Midland Road and 
Station Road, is the site of  Jacques and Clark’s shoe factory, a large four-storey 
building complete with turret at the apex of  the corner demolished in the 1980s.  
Station Road and nearby Carnegie Street were the sites of  factories utilised from 
the 1930s by the successors of  Benjamin Denton’s company which became 
Totectors, the name synonymous with steel toe-capped safety footwear.  Sadly 
there is little to see today. 

Our final stop was in West Street, a cul-de-sac off  High Street where there 
remains a former three-storey factory constructed in the 1890s.  Now converted 
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for other uses, there are still loading doors for each floor and a wall-mounted 
crane, complete with its chain and hook.  The earliest (and only) known shoe 
manufacturing occupier was known variously as Nurrish, Nurrish & Flawn and 
later Nurrish & Pallet. 

B a c k g r o u n d 
information for 
the walk came 
principally from two 
sources: English 

Heritage’s survey of  the Northamptonshire boot and shoe industry (1999-2000) 
and Rushden & District History Society’s website (www.rushdenheritage.co.uk).  
The latter is an excellent source of  data on Rushden’s history. 

For those members who were unable to attend, copies of  the notes and map that 
accompanied this walk are available in pdf  format by email from secretary@niag.
org.uk

Peter Perkins

----oooOooo----

Kings Cross and St Pancras – 16th July

It was an early start to what turned out to become a very warm and hot day.  
Once in London having looked at rather grey skies the sun eventually shone and 
there were welcome cool breezes every so often.

Meeting up at the ‘Meeting Place’ at St Pancras we discussed the long forgotten 
River Fleet which once flowed through the area.  We then moved on towards St 
Pancras Old Church and its gardens, a place that has now become something of  
a quiet oasis in spite of  the train movements just a few yards away from it.  Along 
the way we looked at the Francis Crick Institute which was now almost finished 
and without the builders’ hoarding that had surrounded it when we visited in 
both 2014 and 2015.  This is a magnificent building with its multicoloured glass 
panels and its immense silver-coated clad roof, chimneys and shape.

It was difficult to envisage that this whole site and that of  the adjacent British 
Library was once Somers Town goods yard with its vast network of  railway lines 
leading off  the main St Pancras line.  Those of  us that had passed this area in the 
1970s and indeed up to the 2000s all remembered the brick arches containing 
shops etc. alongside Euston Road.  Crossing Brill Place, formerly known as 
Phoenix Street, the shop fronts that have been preserved when the former coal 
depot above them was demolished.  Since our last visit it has been learnt that 
there were more coal drops on the other side of  Pancras Road.

Approaching the church we noted the two blocks of  flats on our left, not that 
noticeable on previous occasions as we had had to negotiate road-works.  These 

Spotted on a wall in Wentworth Road
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flats (two of  six blocks) were designed by Norman & Dawbarn and had been 
built in the late 1940s with a strong art-deco design.  It is understood that 
Dawbarn had also designed the BBC TV centre in Shepherds Bush.

After a relatively short visit to the Church and gardens taking in the Hardy Tree, 
Soane’s memorial and the former workhouse buildings, we moved on up Camley 
Street to Oblique Bridge over Regents 
Canal.  The views across the railway had 
changed dramatically since last year’s 
visit with Gas Holder 8 now in situ and 
the Siamese Triplet (photo right) clearly 
erected and building going on apace with 
the apartments being built within the 
framework of  the gasholders.  Dropping 
down onto the canal footpath we looked 
at the Pancras Basin before stopping for 
a break in the new Gasholder 8 gardens.

Although the gas works had ceased 
production in 1904, the gasholders 
continued in use until c.2000.  Gasholder 
No 8 and the ‘Siamese Triplet’ (Nos 10, 
11 and 12) were dismantled in 2011 and 
the framework taken to a specialist in 
Yorkshire for refurbishment before being 
returned to their present location.

A less than happy walk towards the steps at Granary Square as we had to go on 
to pontoons which have been set up while work is carried out on the Fish and 
Coal building.  There are rules in place that cyclists are supposed to a get off  their 
bikes and walk and runners are supposed to walk and not run.  My comment 
about being less than happy meant that these arrogant people do not care, 
cannot read the notices and generally make the experience rather unpleasant, as 
we were subject to extreme movements of  the pontoons which at one point we 
thought we were all going to be tipped over into the canal.  Thankfully calm was 
restored once off  these pontoons!  Before leaving the towpath, the location of  
the railway line across the canal into the gas works was identified.

The Fish and Coal building is well on the way to being restored with windows 
now in place alongside the canal where last year we saw open arches.   The 
brickwork has been cleaned and one feature which it is hoped will not disappear 
is the writing on the end wall denoting ‘Coal Office’.  We walked into the 
Granary Building to look at the iron pillars, the brickwork on the building itself  
showing that there had once been other buildings attached to the main block, 
the iron girders over the main entrances before venturing out to look at the Coal 
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Drops.

Sadly we were unable to see much of  the buildings – only the upper part of  
the walls and roofs, because of  the contractor’s hoarding.  It is clear that work 
is well and truly in hand as the roof  slates are being taken off, walls are being 
secured with props whilst restoration of  the buildings continues.  From the end 
of  Handyside Street York Road Underground Station was still visible between 
the new buildings that have appeared since our last visit. Whether this view of  
the red-tiled former station building will survive the building programme, only 
time will tell.  There was also a good view of  the ‘Siamese Triplet’.

The route continued along to West Handyside canopy that extends from 
the Eastern Transit Shed to the former Midland Goods Shed, the original 
[temporary] King’s Cross station.  It provided protection for the perishable goods 
being transferred between the railway and the Eastern Transit Shed.  All the 
contractors have moved out and the former goods shed is now a large Waitrose 
store!  On the other side of  the store, the East Handyside canopy is a shadow of  
its former self  and opens out on to a newly created open green space.  Indeed 
the whole of  the area between the Granary and the canal is now fully open to 
the public with a new ramp giving pedestrian access directly on to the towpath.  

By Maiden Lane Bridge, the former name for York Way, the remains of  a pair of  
stop locks were seen.  Some 50 yards further on is Battlebridge Basin and in the 
distance could be seen the entrance to Islington Tunnel.  Some of  the spoil from 
excavating the tunnel was used to build-up the ground around what is now the 
basin, which was created as the canal was being extended to Limehouse in 1820.  
Of  particular interest here is the London Canal Museum located at the southern 
end of  the basin in a former ice house.  The building was used in the second half  
of  the 19th century and early 20th century for the storage of  ice from Norway 
and its distribution to the surrounding area.  It was built in about 1862-3 for 
Swiss-Italian Carlo Gatti (1817-78) the famous ice cream maker who came to 
England in the 1840s.  The last import of  ice from Scandinavia was in 1921.

On the western side of  the basin is a new commercial development called 
‘King’s Place’. (photo below) This building provides some 26,000 sqm of  office 

space; construction began 
in 2005 and was completed 
in the summer of  2008.  
Inside the building houses 
the first new build public 
concert hall to be built in 
central London since the 
completion of  the Barbican 
concert hall in the city in 
1982.  There is a range of  
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facilities for performances and exhibitions and the music, arts and restaurant 
areas are arranged around public spaces which form a central hub to the 
building.  As you look at the building the eye is drawn to the wavy glass which 
runs along its York Way frontage.  This three-layered glass façade is a free-
standing transparent surface made up of  hundreds of  very slightly curved sheets 
of  glass.  We understand that this has the desired effect of  reducing heat gain 
from the afternoon sun.

As last year time was taken to observe the movements into and out of  the Kings 
Cross trainshed.  Across the tracks could be seen the former site of  York Road 
station, which has now been demolished, and the tunnel entrance for the former 
link to the Metropolitan Widened Lines.

An amble down Kings Boulevard and between the new office buildings took 
us to the German Gymnasium and Stanley Buildings.  Both of  these have been 
completely finished and it was nice to see the Gymnasium without the hoarding 
that had been there last year.  It was also possible to see the double staircase 
of  the Stanley Building.  Now that this area has been completed it is difficult 
to visualise that the whole area was once a hive of  industry with yards, milk 
deliveries and the general hubbub of  what used to go on around stations.

We will be keeping tabs on the area over the next few years as we would like 
to see the ‘finished article’ and now that we have delved into the history of  the 
whole area there is a fascination to dip further.  Visits to the Camden Local 
Studies Centre, York Museum and Swindon beckon.

Jane & Terry Waterfield

----oooOooo----

Frogmore Paper Mill – 24th July 

At least it was a good drive down the motorway to Hemel Hempstead for our 
visit to the above mill.  Brown signs assisted with the locating of  the car park 
which was conveniently close to the entrance.  The majority of  us met up in this 
car park and then met the remaining members at the Mill itself.  We declined 
the coffee and made our way into the large schoolroom for our introductory talk 
about the Mill.

Although full commercial production of  paper ceased in 2009, one of  the 
machines is still used to make specialist papers on a commercial basis; a tradition 
that first started in 1803 at Frogmore Paper Mill.  Whilst much of  the mill now 
stands quiet, a time capsule just as if  production had ceased yesterday, there is 
still commercial activity. 

It is known that the key elements of  [modern] paper making were known to 
the Chinese as early as c.105 AD.  This knowledge remained within the Asian 
world until the battle of  Talas River between the Arab and Asian cultures in 
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751 AD when, so the story 
goes, knowledgeable Chinese 
prisoners-of-war were 
forced to make paper for 
their captors.  It would take 
several more centuries for this 
knowledge to reach Europe: 
cellulose fibres, traditionally 
from wood and/or rag pulp, 
are allowed to dry on a 
mesh screen and in doing so 
bind to each other to form a 
continuous material.  

Goldsmith Johannes Gutenberg invented a printing press that used moveable type 
– the forerunner of  the modern letterpress printing machine – and demonstrated 
its capabilities by printing many copies of  the bible on hand-made paper in 
the 15th century – the Gutenberg Bible.  The two processes of  making paper 
and printing were to continue relatively unchanged until Frenchman Nicholas 
Louis Robert invented the first continuous paper making machine in 1799 whilst 
working at a paper mill near Paris.

Neither Robert nor his employer Leger Didot found conditions in France 
suitable for developing the patent; Robert, by now in England, and his brother-
in-law John Gamble registered the patent in London in 1801.  In seeking support 
for developing the patent, Gamble was introduced to the Fourdrinier brothers, 
who worked for a leading wholesale stationers in London.  The Fourdriniers 
commissioned Bryan Donkin to develop Robert’s model.  Frogmore Mill, 
formerly a fulling mill and later a corn mill, was up for sale; the world’s first 
commercial continuous paper-making machine was installed at Frogmore in 
1803.  An improved and larger machine was installed the following year; the 
majority of  paper-making machines throughout the world are still known as 
Fourdrinier machines.

Stationer John Dickinson was interested in producing thicker papers for 
specialist applications such as cartridge cases and registered a patent for the 
Cylinder Mould machine for the production of  paper in continuous sheet.  In 
1809 he bought Apsley Mill and nearby Nash Mill in 1811 where he developed 
his machines.  He was to acquire a further three mills; such was his standing that 
within the decade the Grand Union Canal had been re-routed to pass closer to 
his mills.

Our tour started with a demonstration of  hand-made paper-making, which 
provided the basic principles used in the machines that we were to see later.  
The first of  which was the small 1902 ‘pilot’ machine that was donated to the 

The Mill and extensive buildings
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charity; after investing in its installation as a working machine, it is now used 
for producing specialist papers, many of  which were on display.  Wimbledon 
paper containing grass cuttings from centre court, not to be outdone football’s 
Wembley wanted paper containing their grass.  The Bank of  England supplied 
shredded bank notes for inclusion in its promotional material; Whipsnade Zoo 
provides the raw materials – high in cellulose fibres – for ‘Elephant poo’ paper.

Next onto the pulping machine in which steam and mechanical action breakdown 
the raw materials into a damp pulp.  This is then passed to a vat where more 
water is added and the mix is continuously agitated to keep the fibres separated 
and in suspension.  For a typical product this stock may be 95% water and 5% 
fibres.  Where different types of  raw material are to be used, they are usually 
prepared in separate vats only being brought together in the header tank on the 
paper-making machine.

Bought second-hand from Kinleith Mill in Currie, Scotland the 1895 machine 
was installed in Frogmore in 
1907 and continued in full 
production until 2009.  It is 
hoped to get it operational 
again but before that can 
happen, a source of  steam is 
required.  The many heated 
drying drums over which the 
paper travels, even in modern 
machine, rely on steam to 
provide a uniformly heated 
surface.  (photo left)

The Mill covers some 2½ acres in area and we were taken through the majority of  
it ending with a small display commemorating the Second World War, including 
the Mill’s own fire engine that is maintained by a heritage group and taken out 
to various shows.  We then walked the full length of  the Mill back to the visitor 
centre where a few members tried their hand at paper making.

Frogmore houses a collection of  historic letterpress printing equipment, so it was 
fitting that our tour finished with a presentation on the subject.  Our guide Peter, 
who had served his time as a compositor, gave an excellent introduction to the 
subject and took as his starting the point Gutenberg’s work in making the first 
printed book, the Bible, from making the moveable type to printing the pages.  
He demonstrated how the type was set up in blocks before being transferred to 
the page explaining how many compositors would be required to set out a four 
page newspaper, such as the early editions of  The Times.  From whence such 
words as ‘upper case’, ‘lower case’ and ‘dab hand’ originate.

The site is now operated by Apsley Paper Trail, a charitable trust set up to keep 
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the site open and to conserve its history and the industrial heritage it contains.

NIAG would like to thank volunteers Jean and Peter and General Manager 
Paul for opening-up the site for our private visit and for making its members so 
welcome.

Terry & Jane Waterfield

Full Circle .......

Rags make paper
Paper makes money
Money makes banks

Banks make loans
Loans make beggars
Beggars make Rags

Anon. English 19th C

----oooOooo----

Leighton Buzzard Narrow Gauge Railway – 1st September

Eighteen members arrived at 10 o’clock for the 10:40 departure.  A brand new 
station building at Pages Park, café and engine shed awaited us. 

A bit of  history

Sand extraction had been going on for decades in the Leighton Buzzard area 
when industrial and military demand soared during WW1.  Sand was taken 
across the Billington Road, opposite the present Pages Park terminus, to sidings 
on the Leighton Buzzard and Dunstable branch line which had opened in 1848.

The narrow gauge railway was laid in 1919 due to the excessive road damage 
being caused by the lorries such were the volumes of  sand being excavated.  There 
was an abundance of  light railway material about at the end of  WWI so the 
track cost vis-á-vis  constant road repairs made the proposition viable.  Initially 
two steam locos were used but the abrasive nature of  sand on the mechanical 
valve gear lead to excessive wear and higher maintenance costs, as well as total 
loss oil lubricating systems and soot from the locos contaminating the sand, 
steam power only lasted about two years.

Petrol engine Simplex locos were purchased.  Again ex WWI and known as Tin 
Turtles due to the shape of  the armoured plating.  For the aficionados there are 
three types, open, protected and armoured.  Simple was based in Bedford and 
typically supplied locos with 20 or 40hp engines.  Their bit of  genius was that 
the gear box had two forward and two reverse gears so there was no need to turn 
the loco, as with a steam engine, and it could travel at the same speed in both 
directions. 

Three level crossings ran from Pages Park to the five loading sidings and various 
facilities including washing, bagging, weighbridges and a glass and brick works.  
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Although excavators had been introduced around 1935, typically Ruston 
Bucryrus 10RBs used in either Face Shovel or Drag Line configurations, hand 
digging continued into the 1960s.

Enthusiasts approached the line and started to run limited passenger services 
in 1967 under the banner of  the Iron Horse Preservation Society.  When sand 
carrying operations ceased at the end of  1969 the Leighton Buzzard Narrow 
Gauge Railway was formed.   The brickworks at Stonehenge, about three miles 
along the line, had closed in 1977 and the chimney was demolished by Fred 
Dibnah in 1985.  The station at Pages Park was not constructed until 1976. The 
new building only opened earlier this year. 

The visit

Departing after an ear splitting shrill from the whistle of  No5 Elf, an O & K loco 
purchased from Cameroon, we had only just got rolling along through some 
open fields when we stopped in the middle of  a housing estate.  Two guards 
were seen walking to the front of  the train with red flags.  There they held up 
the traffic and after more whistling we proceeded to cross the road.  This ritual 
was to occur another three or four times.  Every foot path crossing, of  which 
I lost count, was announced by whistling as was another road crossing out in 
the country which only required the train to slow and whistle profusely before 
crossing.  What an experience.  The only shame was that there is not a halt 
by the pub en route.  The journey took around 25 minutes.  About a third of  
which was running through housing estates.  Quite remarkable.  A single passing 
loop allows for a more intensive service.  A challenging piece of  track is the 90 
degree bend at only 60ft radius.  Returning trains stop short of  the bend which 
is immediately followed by a road crossing.  The guards secure the crossing and 
then we were off  again. 

At Stonehenge there is a craft shop, toilets and an amazing siding complex with 
buildings, displays and rolling stock, including many original tipper trucks, 
in various states of  decay or 
preservation depending on which 
way you look at it. 

Originally the main running 
line had extended another mile 
up to the Double Arches quarry 
and initially this track had been 
accessible.  However, following 
an inspection in the 1980s of  
the entire railway, all of  the rails 
needed replacing and at that time 
there was only enough funds 
to rebuild from Pages Park to At Stonehenge the Quarry and items marked

 for possible restoration
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Stonehenge.  Now there is enough rail, which is 39½ lb/ft, to rebuild the last 
mile back to Double Arches.  The total cost of  all of  the work will still be approx 
£100,000 including track bed, sleepers, points, signalling etc.

After a 25 minute halt, which passed by all too quickly, some of  us returned.  
Other more intrepid members took the opportunity to photograph and soak up 
the atmosphere returning at 1:05 pm. The coaches, various open and enclosed, 
have their roots in quarry skips and WD rolling stock.  For example, coach 7 
started life as a toast rack coach built from a Hudson bogie side tipping chassis.  
Coaches 11 and 12, more sophisticated, both built on Hudson chassis from RAF 
Dinton and now fitted with ex-Polish Forestry bogies.  Coach 12 is wheel chair 
accessible. 

Our train’s chief  guard was Nick Burton, a mine of  information, he happily 
answered all of  the questions effortlessly.  He is also the lines motive power co-
ordinator.

On returning to the terminus, after a cup of  tea in the café, which is full or 
photos and posters, a bit longer was spent in the engine shed getting up close to 
the locos.  The large and diverse collection includes:- Baldwin 778, Orenstein 
and Kopple, Kerr Stuart wrens including Pixie saved by the Rev Terry Boston 
of  Cadeby Light Railway Fame, Avonside and De Winton VB named Chaloner 
built in 1877.  The nice bit about narrow gauge is that as the locos are smaller, 
when you are standing alongside, you can see into the cab and all of  its controls 
as well as the motion which operates the valve gear, con rods, drop links etc. 

Initially I mentioned 18 of  us, unfortunately two members got stuck in the road 
works on the A508.  However, they did the visit in reverse, took the next train 
and were able to meet up those that had stayed at Stonehenge.

To end, did you know that the Leighton Buzzard sand seams are very thick and 
pure.  Laid down in prehistoric times.  It is valuable and still being quarried in 
large quantities.  It is so pure and such high quality it’s export locations include 
Saudi Arabia for use in filtration systems. 

Mike Ringwood
______________

ARTICLES

Wooden Graveboards – an interim report

Member Graham Cadman sends in another little interesting article, this time 
all about wooden graveboards which comes from the London and Middlesex 
Archaeological Society (LAMAS) newsletter issue 148, September 2016.

The author of  the article is delighted to report that he is still receiving records 
of  wooden graveboards and thanks all who have contributed.  Records he has 
gathered so far however must be a small fraction of  the original numbers.  Most 
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have rotted away and our only evidence in many places is from photographs or 
pictures.  The trouble then is that what we see depends on the angle of  the view, 
or indeed, whether there was artistic licence.  JE Jones (The Beauty of  English 
Churches 1978) estimated that there are ten thousand churches of  medieval 
foundation.  It seems unlikely that this survey will ever be completed.
The main aim of  the survey is to determine the distribution and look for possible 
reasons.  Their absence from areas with local stone seems obvious but did poorer 
folks simply do without a memorial?  The absence of  local stone in SE England 
certainly would account for poorer people resorting to a wooden memorial, but 
the records, so far suggest that this is not the whole story.  Fashion can be a 
powerful influence.
It is interesting that, apart from a few oddities, wooden graveboards stretch the 
length of  the grave, supported on a post at either end, such as at Harmondsworth 
churchyard.  In Surrey they seem to have been referred to as ‘leaping boards’; 
a rather frivolous name for such a solemn feature, one would have thought.  
Inscriptions were painted on both sides, but these have been largely eroded on 
extant examples.
The use of  wooden graveboards seems to have ceased at the beginning of  the 
twentieth century and reuse is suggested by some bearing later dates.  Just when 
they started being used is unknown, as the really old ones would have decayed 
long since.  The earliest reference the author has is from John Aubrey, 1673, 
who wrote of  the church at Reigate ‘no tombstones in the churchyard but rayless of  
wood over the graves on which are engraved or printed the inscription’.  The tops of  the 
wooden supporting posts have largely similar designs, thought there would seem 
little opportunity for innovation.

The author, Colin Bowlt – c.bowlt@tiscali.co.uk, welcomes more records, he has so far not 
found any in Northamptonshire so if  you know of  any wooden graveboards please contact 
him direct and mention that you got his name and e-mail from our NIAG publication  Ed.

----oooOooo----

Shoe Book Review
I am sorry I was unable to get to York for the 2016 March-June exhibition A 
Century of  Shoes the long eighteenth century.  The few illustrations on the website 
are of  women’s with textile uppers, not ideally photographed, and no hint of  
any other related publication.  Such a rare exhibition was surely worth at least a 
hand-list?  I hope other members might contribute a report.
So, in chronological date order of  the shoes, here are the books I have seen.  
Dirk Booms and Peter Higgs, Sicily, Culture and Conquest at the British Museum, 
accompanying the Exhibition with same title, 288 page soft cover, published 
by The British Museum Press, 2016, ISBN 978 0 7141 2289 2, many colour 
photographs.
The five chapters concentrate on the two great periods: Ancient Greek and 
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the Norman Conquest.  The former includes, as well as the usual sandals, a 
terracotta altar supported by three goddesses, the central figure showing a pair 
of  right/left shaped shoes with healthy toe-shape, straight by big toe, tapering 
gradually to shorter at outside, sturdy sole; the only other remaining shoe on it is 
similar; dated c500 BC.  The Norman period includes illuminated manuscripts, 
a mosaic showing Roger being crowned by Christ, both wearing the red shoes 
then used for royalty and, perhaps more noticeable, also on the Virgin Mary.  
Those illustrated are 1140s.  The only surviving footwear included is the pair 
of  sandalia ankle boots, here said to have been worn by Frederick II for his 
coronation as Holy Roman Emperor in Palermo – and used continually for 
subsequent HRE coronations to 1792; obviously repaired, restored and perhaps 
size adjusted; resoled last probably c1612-19 using randed construction with 
visible stitching on side of  rand, wedge heel; an amazing survival, worthy of  an 
exhibition to themselves.
Another British Museum exhibition produced Sunken cities, Egypt’s lost worlds 56 
page soft cover, brief  text with captions to the photographs, ISBN 978-0-500-
981875, 2016.  p.53 has a splendid ‘marble foot’ on a shoulder-high plinth with 
inscription which translates Flung from his carriage by his horses at this spot,  Isidoros, 
restored to health by divine intervention, in exchange for his feet dedicated this image of  
a foot to the ‘Blessed’, which would be Isis or Serapis.  It is a right foot with all 
toes exposed, the big toe up-curling and the little one bent.  The boot extends 
above the ankle, broad strap at centre front, with bow tied underneath, 150-200 
AD.  It came from a temple between cities where Isis was one of  the three gods 
worshipped.  I would be interested to know if  any similar boot on plinth exists.
Page 33 in the same book states that foundation deposits, such as the plaque 
pictured, 221-204 BC, were placed below the corners of  the shrine, this with 
brick model, and eight other plaques established the boundaries of  each new 
sacred construction.  This may be a fore-runner of  the practice of  deposits under 
foundation stones of  grand buildings in more recent centuries?
Wolfgang Glüber, Johannes Pietsch & Jutta Reinisch Chic! Mode im 17. Jahrhundert, 
Der Bestand im Hessischen Landesmuseum, Darmstadt 143 page hardback, published 
by Schnell & Steiner 2016 ISBN 978-3-7954-3094-8, many illustrations to the 
text and for each of  the catalogue entries of  the accompanying exhibition.  I 
would not describe the eight pair/single shoes as ‘chic’.  But they include two 
splendidly embroidered pairs of  open-side shoes, the 1620s with red leather 
covered heel, and the 1630s with brown leather covered, platform sole and heel.  
Sadly there are no shoe roses that would have tied and decorated them even 
more, but it is good to have two views of  these pairs.  My ideal would be to have 
a picture too of  the sole, especially in the 17th century when some were also 
elaborately decorated.
I missed the 2011 publication of  Charles Dickens and the Blacking Factory by 
Michael Allen, 310 page paperback, 38 b&w illustrations, Oxford-Stockley 
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Publications ISBN 978-143687908.  Though it is well known that Charles, aged 
12 and two days (1824) worked in a boot blacking factory, tying covers on the 
stoneware bottles then used, while his father was in a debtor’s prison.  With 
good reason he was frightened of  walking the three miles of  London streets 
to Hungerford Stairs on dark winter days six days a week, 10 hours a day for 6 
shillings a week.  This author has studied more documents on Warren’s Blacking 
Factory there and adds to Dickens’ version of  this period.
NIAG’s Newsletter 139, Summer 2016 includes p.8-11, Peter Perkins article on 
London Shoe Manufacturers in Northampton. the Bermondsey chapter.  After a 
brief  glimpse at Hickson’s efforts to organise their  co-operation in a warehouse 
in West Smithfield during the Napoleonic Wars, he continues with the imposing 
Isaac Campbell & Co. 3½ storey factory on the highest part of  the town, 
notorious for disorganised supplying of  army boots in the Crimean war.  But 
it set the style of  shoe factories to the 1890s.  Two photographs show a similar 
factory in Northampton and the more modern version in Bethnal Green Road, 
London.
Joanna Kowalska Modna i juz/Fashion able in Communist *Poland*, 2 volumes, the 
Polish 153 page soft cover, with more photographs (in colour) than the English 
80 page with black and white pictures only; published by Muzeum Narodowe 
w Krakowe 2015 ISBN 978-83-7581-205-3, with the English version ISBN 978-
83-7581-216-9, to accompany the exhibitions.  The English version reveals that 
the clue to survival was at first make do and mend, as here, but continuing to 
wear extravagant pre-war styles and keep up with French fashions, including 
the New Look, which England could not do with the rationing of  textiles to the 
manufacturers and limited coupons for the public from June 1941, decreased 
1945 and ’46 to 1949, with the Utility standard continuing to 1952.  So my New 
Look was lowering the existing hem as far as it would go, which was one inch, 
and skimpy.  There is a good range of  shoe styles, many with high heels through 
all the problems, with thin stilettos earlier than in England, even the French 
comma heel with pointed toe but aeroplane-shaped ‘foot’: has it been worn?  
Please, when something looks unwearable, check the sole for signs of  wear!  The 
Polish clothes provoke rather envious joy, which must have been far worse for 
the Communists.  Imaginative lay-out, though finding and reading captions at 
various angles makes it slow work, but still a lesson for us all, and fun.
Rather dull with perhaps misleading title, David Rosenberg Rebel Footprints, A 
Guide to Uncovering London’s Radical History, 307 page soft cover, b&w illustrations 
including street maps for the walks described, as well as a few buildings and 
group photographs, 2015, Pluto Press ISBN 978 0 7453 3409 7.  It covers the 
1830s – 1930s describing the ‘rebels’ from Chartists onwards, not infrequently in 
chaotic order.  I looked in vain for the famous (at least in our family) suffragette 
my grandmother was said to resemble, Margaret Bondfield, including the Index, 
which turned out to be very inadequate: no mention of  boot and shoe makers 
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or taylors, the two trades which usually employed the most people, with the 
shoemakers usually the most outspoken, a quiet trade, free thinkers, always 
ready to talk about life to visitors as they worked.  Indeed the trades of  the people 
concerned are rarely mentioned.  There is a brief  mention in the Bermondsey 
chapter of  Dickens working in the boot blacking factory (as above) with two 
quotations that experience may have provoked.  There is doubtless much useful 
information here, but dividing it into ‘walks’, with the snippets scattered and too 
often undated, may please residents, but few others.

June Swann

_________________

UPDATES

Daventry Canal Arm
On the 11th January the Daventry District Council Planning Committee is 
due to discuss whether the Grand Union Canal should be linked to a waterside 
development on the Eastern Way playing field, which is not included in the 
current application, via a 1.6 mile canal arm.  The recommendation was set for 
approval.  The plans for the scheme were first received back in 2012 when the 
now defunct WNDC carried out the consultation with the public.  Decisions 
have now reverted back to DDC.
A report lists comments in favour of  the plans from Councillors, the Canal 
and River Trust, Daventry Canal Association and Northamptonshire Inland 
Waterways Association, although there are some concerns with the design and 
placing of  bridges.  A further planning application would be required to take the 
canal under Northern Way and then into the playing field.  It is intended that 
the canal will ‘snake’ its way alongside the Daventry Country Park with links 
and a bridge for pedestrians and cyclists. After passing the country park there 
would be a stretch with four narrow (single boat) locks, and then a further two 
locks where the canal arm approaches the Grand Union.  A final bridge would 
be constructed close to the existing canal.
However...... There is no guarantee that the canal arm would be built, even 
if  the application is approved, as money and a contractor would need to be 
found!  If  this were to happen work could commence within the three years of  
the approval date.

Précised from Northampton Chronicle & Echo and Daventry Express – 5th January 
2017.

The Canal Arm – result...
Planning permission was granted on the 11th January for the Canal Arm to 
proceed.  The Planning Committee passed the application by nine votes to three.  
The application made by DDC was just for the 1.6 mile canal arm and not for 
the extension to create a Marina and so called Waterspace development on the 
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Eastern Way playing field.  Interestingly the plan includes locks not the much 
discussed Boat Lift.  The plans to build this canal have been discussed, debated, 
consulted on, for the past 10 years with not a ‘sod’ cut.  Arguments for this canal 
have been that ‘it will bring visitors, and much revenue to the town’.  (Since it 
is a road, metaphorically speaking, to nowhere it is difficult to understand how 
this will be achieved.)  There is also the case for jobs – building, construction and 
maintenance.  However ... It is now up to DDC as a whole to decide if  there is 
a business case for the project and if  it has, and it wants to commit, the money 
to build it.
Another short article in the paper claims that the DDC needs to find about £20m 
to construct the canal and that there is no guarantee that funders will be found.  
There is also a claim that the Council is still planning to spend more than £1m 
on designs for a boat lift and more than £2m on the waterspace.

Précised from the Daventry Express 19th January 2017.

10 years ago when this scheme was first put on the consultation paper, everyone said a 
resounding ‘No’ to the scheme.  As with the now defunct Pod scheme at around the same 
time of  the first canal consultation, it would seem the council are hell bent on carrying on 
with this unwanted canal scheme.  After all once it is built there is no guarantee whatsoever 
whether boaters will ever use it.  I expect there will be a lot of  tears before the scheme is 
laid to rest, or built.  Ed.

_________________

MISCELLANY ITEMS OF INTEREST

Whitechapel Bell Foundry
The Oliver family were involved in bell-making for hundreds of  years and their 
bells are still ringing in towns throughout Britain.  After 1769, Whitechapel Bell 
Foundry was owned by Sarah Oliver, granddaughter of  original owner Thomas 
Lester; Sarah inherited the foundry on the death of  her parents and married John 
Oliver.  They had two sons, Charles and James Oliver, who, in turn, inherited the 
foundry on the death of  their mother in 1802.  Charles and James are famous for 
having manufactured two carronades, 68lb smooth-bored guns commissioned 
by the Admiralty and mounted on the forecastle of  HMS Victory, flagship of  
Admiral Horatio Nelson.  The 68lb carronade was a brutish little gun, developed 
by Charles Gasgoine, manager of  Carron Iron works near Falkirk, Scotland.  
It was lighter than standard naval guns of  the period, which weighed 4,760lb 
and required a crew of  14.  It needed only five crew and could be mounted on 
a warship’s forecastle without adversely affecting its sailing performance.  With 
a range of  1,280 yards, its main function was as a powerful short-range anti-
crew weapon.  HMS Victory used her two 68lb carronades to great effect at the 
battle of  Trafalgar when they were fired through the stern of  the French ship 
Bucentaure, clearing her gun deck.
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In 1818 Charles and James sold the bell foundry to a George Mears who had 
been the manager there since 1810.  Generations of  Olivers had made bells at 
Whitechapel for more than 250 years, the most notable being Big Ben, hanging 
in St Stephen’s Tower, now the Queen Elizabeth Tower, Westminster.  The 
author’s great-great-great-grandfather, George Oliver, built the cope for that bell 
and sat on top of  it as it was taken to the tower on a flat cart drawn by six white 
horses.  Thousands of  people thronged the streets to watch the bell being carried 
there.  As the eldest son, the author’s father was employed at the foundry, but 
on his father’s early death handed his position on to his younger brother Ernie, 
who stayed there for 56 years.  In march 1919, the King and Queen visited the 
foundry to christen the new Peace Bell for Westminster Abbey and Bert Oliver, 
played a peal of  bells for Queen Mary.  There is even a former warehouse at 
Wapping, Oliver’s Wharf, built for where the foundry shipped its bells, and 
those carronades for HMS Victory.  It has since been converted into expensive 
apartments.
Despite all this, the Oliver family does not feature at all in the account currently 
given by the present owners of  the Whitechapel Bell Foundry.

John Oliver of  Hamble, Southampton – Letters page of  The Mail 13th December 2016

This is certainly a strong case of  airbrushing history to suit current trends.  Ed.

Paddington Station, London
Further excavation for Crossrail has uncovered remains of  what are believed to 
be Brunel’s workshops.  This follows the earlier discovery in the New Yard of  
an early turntable.

Rail – 8th-21st June 2016

Dredging uncovers 500lb bomb in Portsmouth - 1
The Evacuation of  Gunwharf  Quays, the suspension of  ferry services and 
closure of  Portsmouth Harbour recently resulted when work on the harbour 
and its approaches to make way for the arrival of  the Royal Navy’s new 
aircraft carriers uncovered a German bomb.  The discovery is one of  a spate 
of  potentially deadly finds and comes after a 1,100lb bomb and a torpedo were 
found in September.  Found in the Wight Link terminal, Old Portsmouth, the 
harbour and ferry stations in Portsmouth and Gosport were placed behind 
a 300m cordon.  The cordon also necessitated staff  at the naval base being 
evacuated and the Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, home to HMS Victory, was 
closed.  The suspension of  ferry services left 200 temporarily stranded as a ferry 
was held away.
When tides and weather permitted, the bomb was towed to an area east of  
the Isle of  Wight, about 1.5 miles off  shore, where a controlled explosion was 
carried out by the Royal Navy’s Fleet Diving Squadron.  The Commander of  the 
diving squadron’s chief  described the event as “business as usual.  We’ve had more 
callouts to Portsmouth than we would usually see because of  the extent of  the dredging 
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works being done...we have teams on standby at ten minutes notice around the UK ready 
to deal with these things.”

Britain at War magazine – February 2017

Dredger digs up Second World War German bomb - 2
Bomb disposal experts from the Royal Navy have blown up a Second World 
War bomb that was found in Portsmouth harbour.  The device was caught in 
the excavator head of  a dredger clearing a path into the nearby naval base deep 
enough for the next generation of  aircraft carriers.
Trains and ferries were cancelled and local residents were advised to stay inside 
after the 550lb German bomb, which contained 290lb of  explosives, was found.  
It was towed further out to sea and then destroyed.  A navy spokesman said: 
“The German SC250 bomb was found in the early hours of  the morning in the excavator 
head of  a barge dredging the harbour”.  The Lieutenant leading the bomb disposal 
team said: “Despite being old, these devices can pose a serious threat.”

The Times – 23rd February 2017

----oooOooo----

NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTY

Former Midland Railway Engine Shed, Northampton
The former Midland Railway engine shed (listed Grade II), which stands on the 
University of  Northampton’s new Waterside Campus, is being restored with the 
support of  Heritage Lottery Funding to its original external appearance.  Inside 
it will become a general-purpose space with facilities suitable for use by the 
Students’ Union as their HQ on the Waterside Campus.
The two-road engine shed was built in 1873 at Hardingstone Junction, where 
the MR’s Northampton (St Johns) to Bedford line met and crossed the LNWR’s 
Northampton (Bridge Street) to Peterborough line.  It stood disused and 
deteriorating for many years behind a ring of  steel fencing on wasteland behind 
Avon Cosmetics buildings. As built, the shed had a clerestory roof, presumably 
with louvres to emit the smoke, but this was replaced with a plain slate roof  at 
some time in the mid-part of  the 20th century.  It ceased being used as an engine 
shed in 1924 and later was used as a welding school by British Railways, the 
inspection pits being filled in and a new floor laid.  In the late 1990s there was a 
fire which destroyed part of  the roof  and it was disused for about 20 years.
NIAG Member John Downing (who was responsible for getting the engine shed 
listed some 20 years ago) and I were able to visit the shed before restoration 
work had started properly.  Subsequently we have both been invited to sit on 
the Student’s Union Project Board which is monitoring the redevelopment 
and conservation of  the engine shed.  On our most recent visit in December, 
progress had been made with dismantling the roof  trusses for refurbishment and 
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the external brickwork was being renovated using bricks that match the originals 
as closely as possible.  The iron-framed windows had been removed, sent away 
for stripping back to the metal and repairing where necessary. Removing the 
replacement floor revealed the former inspection pits.  One of  these had been 
‘robbed out’ at some stage and is incomplete, but the other one is intact with 
even the chairs and track still in place.  This unexpected find has resulted in a 
complication in plans for the restoration.  The inspection pits will need to be 
retained although they can be covered, but it will mean diverting some of  the 
services for the building. 

The restoration is scheduled to be 
complete later this year.  As a part of  
the funding agreement, the flexible-
use space inside the building will 
be available for community use and 
the Students Union is charged with 
producing an interpretation plan 
for the building, its history and use, 
including the newly rediscovered 
inspection pits.  The company in 

charge of  the restoration, Bowmer & 
Kirkland, also renovated the former 
MR roundhouse at Derby.  From 
what John and I have seen so far, 
they should produce a high quality 
restoration which will be of  benefit 
to Northampton and be an excellent 
use of  a former industrial building.  
We look forward to holding a NIAG 
event there when it is finished!

Peter Perkins

Photographs:  Showing the ongoing work both outside and inside the building
© Peter Perkins 2016

Vehicle test facility set to get green light
The disused twin-track railway tunnel between Charwelton and Upper Catesby 
is set to be transformed into a vehicle testing facility, with Daventry District 
Council expected to approve a planning application.  The 2.7km underground 
stretch of  railroad will be used for aero-acoustic tests.  An associated technology 
park on the site of  the former Charwelton Station will also be constructed.  The 
proposal will see the tunnel sealed, potentially operational on a 24-hour seven-
day-a-week basis and made available to interested parties from the motor or 
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motor-racing industries to rent on a commercial basis.
Many third parties have expressed concerns regarding the remote location of  
the site and the likely visual and environmental impacts of  the unusual scheme.  
Planning policy is generally opposed to new medium to large-scale isolated 
commercial development within the open country-side.  Various groups have 
registered their objections to the plans.

Daventry Express – 18th February 2017

But then when did DDC care about the open countryside – they say one thing and then 
do another!  Ed.

Hellidon tunnel
The disused 118-year-old Catesby Tunnel on the old Great Central Main Line in 
Northamptonshire is to be converted by Aero Research Partners into a vehicle 
performance testing facility, with automatic turntables at each end.  The plan for 
the disused 2,997-yard structure, devised about five years ago, has won planning 
approval.

Rail magazine - 15-28th March 2016

Out with the old and in with the brew...
Northampton beer recipes will now be reproduced in Scandinavia following the 
sale of  a local brewing barrel.  Northampton-based brewers Phipps are expanding 
their beer production and had to sell their old brewing kit to make room for a 
new, bigger tank.  The old barrel has been sold to a brewery in Bakke, Norway, 
along with select Northampton recipes, to help meet the demand for English 
beers in the region.  And as part of  the plans, a new tank has been installed at the 
Phipps brewery in Kingswell Street, off  Bridge Street, with room for 120 firkins 
– or 8,500 pints – of  beer.  The tank is now the second-largest-beer-brewing 
vessel in the county, behind Carlsberg’s vessel at its Bridge Street brewery.
Phipps had to remove an 8ft-sqaure window and fit the tank in sideways to get 
it into the building.  Alaric Neville, said: “It’s been two-and-a-half  years since we 
moved back to Northampton and we recently brewed our millionth pint.  While the beer 
market can be sometimes sluggish, Phipps is doing very well and we just can’t produce it 
fast enough.  Twice in the past six months, we’ve run out of  our IPA as orders come in.  
We’ve really taken root in Northampton and now it seems like the right year to expand.  I 
want to say thank you to all our customers and hope we can continue brewing interesting 
beers for you.”
Phipps will be showing off  its brews at the Northampton County Beer Festival, 
which this year will be celebrating 200 years of  commercial brewing in the town.  
Its founder, Pickering Phipps, opened his brewery in Bridge Street in 1817.  The 
County Beer Festival will be at Beckets Park over the weekend of  2-4th June.

Northampton Chronicle & Echo – 2nd March 2017.

________________
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OF THIS AND THAT

AIA Conference 2017
As some of  you will know already, the Association for Industrial Archaeology 
is holding this year’s Annual Conference in the ‘South-East Midlands’.  The 
conference itself  is being held at Moulton College, Northampton, 25-28 
August and will be followed by field trips, 28-30 August, to sites of  interest in 
Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes.  In Northamptonshire 
this will include visits to Church’s Shoes, the National Lift Tower, the former 
ironstone quarry at Irchester Country Park, the Grand Union Canal at Blisworth 
and Stoke Bruerne, as well as Weedon military depot.
The event is being coordinated for the AIA by the South Midlands Group 
of  the Council for British Archaeology and, although NIAG is not directly 
involved, I will be assisting with field trips as well as giving a presentation on the 
Northamptonshire boot and shoe industry. 
Further details about the conference and field trips, booking forms etc, can be 
found at http://industrial-archaeology.org/conferences/annual-conference/

Peter Perkins

NIAG’s publications
We have now sold out of  our publication A Guide to the Industrial Heritage of  
Northamptonshire – 2nd edition.  This small book has been a great success and no 
doubt a 3rd edition will be compiled in a few years’ time. 

Dates for the Diary

4th May  Summer Programme commences with a visit to a Blacksmith in 
Boughton.  Full Summer Programme enclosed.

24th June 9th Waterways History Conference: Waterways Research - 
10.00 to 4.30 at the Nobel Room, Staff  House, University of  
Birmingham - Cost £22 inc coffee and lunch.  Details available 
from fabianhiscock@virginmedia.com, or 01167 831924.  

28/30th August AIA Conference to be held in Northamptonshire – see report 
above.

14th October NIAG’s hosting of  EMIAC in Northampton.  Details with the 
next newsletter and it is hoped that members will be able to 
come along and enjoy the day.  Make a note in your diary.  The 
subject will be Engineered in Northampton.

________________
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And Finally:

Physics behind Boston’s deadly 1919 Molasses Flood
On 15th January 1919, a storage tank in Boston’s North End ruptured and a 
wave of  molasses more than 7 metres high swept through the streets, flattening 
buildings and killing 21 people.   For nearly a century, historians have wondered 
why a famously slow-moving fluid caused such devastation.  Now, the first 
physics analysis of  Boston’s Great Molasses Flood shows that cold temperatures 
and unusual currents conspired to turn the sticky goop into a speeding wave.  
Data was gathered from historical records and members of  Harvard University 
ran experiments on how molasses flows under various conditions, this data was 
then fed into computer models.
The culprit seems to have been gravity currents, which come into play when a 
dense fluid spreads horizontally into a less dense fluid (in this case, molasses 
into air).  The density of  the molasses alone would account for the speed of  its 
initial spread.  The initial onslaught left people covered in suffocating molasses, 
as rescuers struggled to save them, waist-deep in the mess.  Here the cold 
temperatures played a deadly role: as the molasses, cooled it became even more 
vicious.  Much like quicksand, the more people thrashed about, the more deeply 
the found themselves trapped.

New Scientist – 3rd December 2016

NB: The Boston in this instance is in Massachusetts, USA

_________________

Coming Up:
Winter talk reports including
     Textile Manufacturing in the 18th Century; Foxton Locks;
      Memories in film
The EMIAC at Lincoln report - held over from inclusion this issue
Braunston Top Lock - the making of  a model



Disclaimer.

The Newsletter Editor and NIAG undertake to reproduce material 
as supplied.  Any factual errors remain the responsibility of  the 
author, who may be faithfully repeating the errors of  the original.  

Unless stated all photographs are credited to Jane and Terry Waterfield.

Frogmore Paper Mill visit : 
Thought to be the world’s first letter press 

machine to be fitted with a hand safety 
guard



Article guidelines: Ideally should be no more than about 1200 words, 
unless the article is of  a special interest and accompanied by photographs 
or diagrams.  Shorter articles are always welcome.  Photographs will 
be inserted if  submitted and the Editor is happy to discuss the author’s 
requirements.

Please submit by e-mail, fax or mail.  Where possible photographs are 
encouraged to illustrate all articles.  When submitting photographs via 
e-mail, the picture should be no larger than 250,000 pixels in JPEG format 
and should be sent as separate attachments.  Please give information 
about the photograph.  Photographs/slides sent by post (first class) will be 
returned to you the same way.  Please also include your name and address 
so that you can be credited with taking those photographs and don’t forget 
to put a caption with them.

NIAG Committee

President: Geoffrey Starmer, 34 The Crescent, Northampton,  
NN1 4SB

Secretary Peter Perkins, 116 Northampton Road, Earls Barton, 
Northampton, NN6 0HF
secretary@niag.org.uk

Treasurer Terry Waterfield, 6 Bakers Lane, Norton, Daventry,   
NN11 2EL – 01327 312850
treasurer@niag.org.uk

Web site: Terry Waterfield

Members: Mick Dix, Ron Hanson, Mike Ringwood,  
David Waller.

Web Site:  niag.org.uk

Newsletter Editor

Mrs Jane S Waterfield, 6 Bakers Lane, Norton, Daventry NN11 2EL

Tel: 01327 312850 - e.mail: newsletter@niag.org.uk

Newsletter

Next Issue:  July 2017

Deadline for all articles and information 1st June 2017.  Anything received 
after this date will be held over to the next edition.
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