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From the Editor
Shortly after I had finished my introduction to the last issue and extolling the fact 
that we had come into a beautiful autumn with wall-to-wall sunshine and hot with it, 
the weather changed somewhat dramatically.  As I finish this edition there is a hard 
frost on the fields - welcome to winter!
This issue we almost conclude the reports of the 2014 season of Summer walks and 
visits, the final one will be included next time.  The 2015 programme is well in hand 
with another variety of visits planned.  This will be available in April.
As always the winter progamme is proving to be an exceptional mix, so far we 
have been to Grimsby, had a ride on the Peterborough/Northampton railway and 
heard about pearl buttons.  January will see the annual members presentations 
and there will, I am sure, be a diverse mix of subjects.  February will see us in 
Northamptonshire and finally in March we enter the world of World War I in slides.
At this time I like to thank all our contributors to the newsletter, especially those 
members of the committee who write up their own reports of their summer walk/
visit, but also take on the task of writing up the lecture reports. These thanks must 
also include those members who have sent articles of their own and this is helping 
to give an excellent mix of reports and articles for you to read.  Please keep them 
coming and don’t worry if they are not used immediately - they will be.
It looks as if the ‘new’ Northampton station is at long last about to be reopened 
after many teething problems and increasing irritation from the people who actually 
use it to travel.  Meanwhile the ongoing saga of the new bus station carries on – I 
understand that there is now a problem within the building in that passengers have 
difficulty in accessing their buses when the place is crowded!  Perhaps it is time that 
the councillors got out of their cocoons and stood in these places, in the wet or wind 
and just took stock at what they have inflicted on the travelling public with their 
‘clever clog’ ideas.
We managed to get to Cologne this year for the Christmas Markets and enjoyed the 
odd mug of gluhwein.  Whilst in the old market on the first day we encountered a 
mini whirlwind which managed to send all the glasses, bottles and anything else 
that was freestanding for a ‘spin’.  Our stay in Trier was again enjoyable with an 
excellent meal in a winery.  Snow had fallen during our stay, but this was confined to 
the hills, trees and fields as we drove home out of Trier.  Managed to get on the edge 
of a national strike by Belgium workers; not pleasant.  Trains, planes, you name it, 
nothing was running, however it was quite nice not having road works to contend 
with and made the journey a lot easier and faster.
We extend a warm welcome to all new members who have joined NIAG recently, 
look forward to seeing you at our winter talks and on the summer walks.
It is to be hoped that you all have had an enjoyable Christmas and will have a happy 
New Year.

JW
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SUMMER WALKS AND VISITS - CONTINUE

Welford Canal – 23rd May
Eight members stepped out to challenge the threatened showers, our limited numbers 
a contrast to the large numbers of boats moored along the canal and in the marina 
– restoring the Welford Arm to use in 1969 looks to have been a popular move.  
Welford does not merit a mention in the NIAG Gazetteer – the county boundary 
runs along the infant River Avon placing Welford Wharf just into Leicestershire 
whilst Welford Reservoir is in Northamptonshire but in the parish of Sulby.  By my 
reckoning (therefore large ‘health warning’ attached) Welford must be the largest 
settlement in Northants not to be accorded the NIAG accolade. 
The canal had a complex gestation – the Leicester and Northants Union Canal getting 
its Act in 1793 and opening as far south as Gumley Debdale in 1797 before getting 
rather hung-up on the not inconsequential questions of where to go from there and 
by which route.  Market Harborough? Stamford? Northampton? The Oxford at 
Hillmorton or Braunston? The GJC at Braunston, Norton or Long Buckby?
James Barnes (of GJC fame) advised in 1802 on a route to Norton, requiring 16 
locks and two tunnels, via Welford, Crick and Watford, plus a branch to Market 
Harborough and this was pretty much what got built once it had seen off the 
alternative proposal by Telford of a longer route/fewer locks alternative Eastern line 
from Gumley to Norton. 
A meeting in June 1808 set the capital-raising in motion, and in May 1809 the 
Barnes line was selected and construction started at Foxton locks.  The engineer was 
Benjamin Bevan, whom we last ‘met’ at Cosgrove Aqueduct and would ‘meet’ again 
later in the summer at Jordan’s Mill (where in 1807 he surveyed the line for the River 
Ivel Navigation extension from Biggleswade to Shefford).  His canal constructions 
appear disappointingly unexciting for a man who sounds to have been something of 
a Polymath – publishing articles about cast iron, wood, bone, ice, glue, the weather, 
the measurement of heights and the development of a new rain gauge.  Another, 
more dangerous, interest was astronomy and Bevan died from a heart attack on 2nd 
July 1833 whilst watching an eclipse of the moon.  Be warned.
The 23.25 mile canal had its official opening on 9th August 1814 with the 1.6 mile 
Welford branch open three months later.  It is the high point of the Grand Union Canal 
system – the Old Grand Union wends its way at 413.5 feet above sea level whilst the 
single lock on the Welford arm adds 3’6”.  Hence the industrial archaeology isn’t just 
about the buildings around Welford Wharf initiated by William Dobson to service 
his coal, brick and lime trade, but is about water supply – doubly important with the 
canal emptying at Norton into the Braunston summit level of the GJC.
Sulby reservoir was completed in 1814 and Naseby in 1821 (its head raised by two 
feet in 1834), with ‘New Sulby’ (ie Welford Reservoir) completed in 1837.  Time 
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was taken to examine the numbers set out in an Appendix to the 1982 publication by 
Leicestershire County Council ‘Foxton: locks and barge lift’ where, taken from the 
1906 Royal Commission on Canals, are set out the sources of water for the summit 
level and the likely usage.  The basic message being the water lost to leakage of 
lock gates and sluices together with percolation through the banks will dominate, 
at between 0.8 to 2.0 inches per day (multiplied by the surface area of the canal) 
whereas evaporation will be only 0.05 inches per day.  Per year, the leakage works 
out to be 192 million cu.ft. whereas the 36,000 tons of traffic carried in 1906 required 
under 15 million cu.ft. of lockage water.
Numbers are also set out for the reservoir capacities and for the water brought in from 
feeders, also for the ‘compensation water’ which the legislation required the feeders 
to leave in the watercourses that were tapped.  Good examples of the complications 
this gave rise to were examined where the minor road to Naseby crosses the River 
Avon and the canal feeder coming down from Naseby Reservoir.  The feeder is purely 
for Reservoir water, with the river water kept separate and draining the farmland to 
either side of the feeder.  Hence the south side of the bridge shows three streams, the 
north side only two – the canal feeder has dived off towards the canal, the separate 
streams ‘belonging’ to the River Avon are permitted to re-emerge on the north side 
of the bridge to unite and continue in that guise.  Again, to the north side of Welford 
Reservoir the track alongside the reservoir is following the line of a cutting which 
previously kept separate the water from a stream the canal was not permitted to tap.  
A reminder of the value of water.

Matthew Nayler

Cransley Ironstone – 6th June
After meeting in the village of Great Cransley the group made their way across the 
fields towards the Great Cransley to Thorpe Malsor road.  Once away from the village 
we stopped to look across the valley towards the A43 and the probable route of the 
2ft 6in gauge tramway from the ironworks of The Cransley Iron Co. to the quarries 
situated near to Broughton and Little Cransley.  These quarries came into operation 
about 1877, probably at about the time the ironworks went into production, and were 
worked by a very small steam locomotive which must have struggled to keep up a 
sufficient supply of ironstone to the works.  The tramway climbed steadily from 
the works to the quarry, no heavy earthworks were involved as the route was either 
at the same level as the surrounding land, on a low embankment or in a shallow 
cutting.  The Kettering Highway Board refused to allow the company to construct a 
level crossing on the Broughton to Great Cransley road in November 1876 but did 
allow a temporary crossing until 30th June 1877 whilst an under bridge was being 
constructed.  Nothing of this now remains; the construction of the Broughton by pass 
in the 1980s having obliterated the bridge parapets.
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Unlike other ironworks in the county the works at Cransley did not prosper and the 
company was wound up on 28th January 1889.  However this was not the end of the 
works for the New Cransley Iron & Steel Co was formed on 1st November 1889 to 
run them.  We spent some time in the field discussing the route of the tramway and 
the fortunes of the iron company.
Moving on from the field we arrived at White Hill Lodge on the Great Cransley to 
Thorpe Malsor road.  Here the company had further quarries, these being situated 
to the east and west of the road and we were able to see that the fields were at a 
lower level than the road as a result of the ironstone extraction.  These quarries were 
worked from 1885 to 1890 and were served by another branch of the narrow gauge 
tramway.
The tramway was closed and removed when the Midland Railway extended the 
Kettering to Cransley ironworks branch line in 1892 (this had been constructed to 
serve the ironworks in 1875-6) from the works to a point near Loddington, a distance 
of 1 mile 53 chains.  Also at White Hill Lodge but to the north of the branch line were 
the quarries worked by the Loddington Ironstone Co from 1891 to 1897, again the 
sunken fields are still visible.  One of the promoters of the Loddington Ironstone Co 
was the New Cransley Co and most of the ironstone supplied to the works up to their 
closure in November 1957 came from the Loddington area and was conveyed over 
the branch line mentioned above.  The early output from the Loddington Ironstone 
Co quarry may have been conveyed to the works by road as the branch line extension 
did not open until January 1893.
Whilst at White Hill Lodge we looked at the course of the branch line and the bridge 
(No 6) under the road.  The line climbed all the way from the ironworks to the 
terminus near Loddington and the heaviest earthworks required to build it were 

between bridges 6 and 7, the cutting in the direction 
of bridge 7 still being visible.  The extension was 
built by Walter Scott & Co, the contract price being 
£14,785 11s 8d.  It was handed over to the Midland 
Railway Way and Works Department on 1st January 
1893, and opened to traffic on the 28th of the same 
month.
After looking at the remains at White Hill Lodge we 
made our way to bridge No 7 situated just outside 
Great Cransley on the road to Loddington.  Again 
the bridge remains, but here the cutting is much 
deeper and a lot more overgrown.  The Kettering 

Highway Board agreed to a temporary level crossing during the construction of this 
bridge, permission being granted on 3rd April 1892.
After the closure of Cransley ironworks some of the ironstone from Loddington went 
to Kettering furnaces, but these closed in April 1959 and the quarries at Loddington 

Lettering  found on bridge 6.
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were closed about June 1963.  From this time the quarries were said to be a ‘reserve 
pit’ but were never reopened and the branch line to Loddington from the ironworks 
site, which by then had become Cohen’s scrap yard, was closed to traffic on 6th 
July 1963.  This section was taken out of use on 22nd June 1970 and the track was 
removed in 1971.  The section from Kettering to Cohen’s scrap yard was taken out 
of use on 1st October 1980 and the track was subsequently lifted.

Mick Dix

Source: original research, The Ironstone Quarries of the Midlands, Part V, Eric 
Tonks, Runpast Publishing, 1991, The Midland Railway – A Chronology, John 
Gough, RCHA, 1989.
For those seeking more information on the Loddington branch a two part article by 
NIAG member Barry Taylor appeared in the August and September 2014 editions of 
‘Railway Bylines’.

Stretham Pumping Engine and the Denver Sluice  – 25th June
Thirteen souls found their way to the village of Stretham in Cambridgeshire, where 
we met at the local pub for a coffee prior to visiting the “Stretham Old Engine”.  The 
engine – a beam engine – was erected in 1831 and worked until 1925 when it was 
superseded by a diesel engine.
In the mid-17th  century a vast project of drain, building and river straightening 
had gone a long way in taking rainwater away to the sea and relieving  the problem 
of unusually high tides coming up the rivers.  As a result of their success the land 
began to dry out, sank below the river levels and started to flood again.  To overcome 
this windmills driving large diameter scoop wheels were built to scoop water in 
the lower levels up to the river levels.  The windmills struggled to cope with the 
increasing problem until steam power came to the rescue.  Over one hundred steam 
pumping engines were installed throughout the fens replacing some eight hundred 
windmills.  Our host and guide from the Stretham Engine Trust showed us round 
and demonstrated this fine steam powered double-acting rotative beam engine (now 
powered by electricity), which is the last surviving complete example of its kind in 
the fens.
For the afternoon we drove north up the A10 to the Denver Sluice Complex.  The 
complex is a series of interconnecting rivers and drains controlled by numerous 
sluices and is the culmination of efforts since the 15th century to control the flow and 
tides in the Great Ouse on its way to the Wash.  This control can have a wide influence 
in East Anglia such as flood prevention in St. Neots or irrigation in Essex.  Serious 
proposals were initiated in 1604 by an engineer called Hunt (The Old Bedford River).  
Then in 1638 Cornelius Vermuyden prepared an improvement plan for Charles I 
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which included creating washlands as temporary flood water storage.  Before these 
proposals could be put in hand the country was thrown into civil war.  Some work 
did carry on during the war, but towards the end of 1650 authorisation was given by 
the council of state to transfer 1000 Scottish prisoners of war to the Fens to boost 
manpower on the project.  This was later added to with further batches of Scots plus 
hundreds of Dutch sailors taken prisoner after defeat in a sea battle off Portland Bill.  
Vermuyden’s plan was to cut a New Bedford River parallel with the Old, but spaced 
apart to create a reservoir (the Ouse Washes) between.  Sluices were built at both 
ends to redirect flood or tidal water as necessary into the reservoir.  The reservoir 

alone covered 6000 acres and 
the distance between the two 
sluices approx. 26 miles.  This 
project was going to be one of 
the greatest undertakings ever 
known in Britain.  The bulk 
of the work was completed by 
1652.  In 1713 exceptionally 
high tides and high volumes 
of water flowing down the 
river undermined the sluice 
at Denver which led to severe 
flooding that lasted for some 
years.  In 1750 the Swiss 
engineer Labelye rebuilt the 
sluice complete with a lock 

to allow vessels to navigate through at different water levels.  The current sluice 
dates from 1832/34 when Sir John Rennie constructed three main sluice gates and 
widened the lock.  1947’s tides and weather contrived to produce the worst floods 
on record, swamping 40,000 acres of Fen.  Between 1953 and 1964 the Great Ouse 
Protection Scheme put into practice a solution that Vermuyden had offered back in 
1642 but had never got round to carrying it out.  It was a relief channel, dug parallel 
with the tidal Ouse from Denver to Saddlebow (Kings Lynn) to speed up the flow 
away from Denver to the sea.  It was completed in 1964.
Our group walked around the complex trying to understand which sluice did what 
and which stretch of water came from where and went whereever and I’m sure 
collectively we got it right.

Ron Hanson 

 

One of the many sets of sluice gates at Denver.



7

Kings Cross & St Pancras: Part 1 - The Morning - 5th July
In November 2013 we went on an English Heritage ‘behind the scenes’ visit to Kings 
Cross, London.  As we walked the streets and looked at the buildings we thought that 
this would make an excellent walk for NIAG and it was taken up by the committee.  
Phew.....  What a subject to choose.  As we researched into the history of what we 
would be showing members the wealth of information became staggering. 
The weather forecast did not bode well for the day but we set off, in a light drizzle, to 
London.  The trains were packed and uncomfortable rides were had from both sides 
of the county.  A pick-you-up coffee before we started set the tone.
We began the walk by looking out over the village of Battle Bridge; according to 
folklore this area was the scene of a major battle between the Romans and the British 
Iceni tribe led by Boudica, Britain’s Warrior Queen.  Below us flowed the River 
Fleet on its way down from Hampstead Heath to the Thames; by now quite wide; in 
1826 it was to flood to a width of 65 feet a mile or so upstream from where we stood.  
Beyond our vantage point the Fleet powered a series of water mills along Turnmill 
Street with ‘a good stream and current that will turn a mill to grind hair-powder or 
liquerish or other things’ Daily Courant, 1741.  Further down it had been navigable 
for cargo ships as far as Old Bourne Bridge, but by the early 14th century it was 
being choked by industrial waste.  
Most of the great wharves that flanked the river between Old Bourne Bridge 
[Holborn Viaduct] and the Thames were destroyed in the Great Fire of London 1666.  
In the rebuild this stretch was canalised with new wharves; the construction had cost 
£50,000.  The river continued to silt up as fast it could be dredged and the locals 
kept dumping rubbish in it.  In 1732 Parliament gave permission for the Fleet to be 
arched over from Holborn Bridge to Fleet Street; in 1765 the lower reaches were 
also arched over.  The modern Farringdon Street had been created and the Fleet had 
become a sewer!
To return to our vantage point: Three hundred yards to 
our left can be found Regent’s Canal, started in 1812 and 
opened in 1820, connecting the Grand Junction Canal 
at Paddington Basin with the Thames at Limehouse.  
As part of its construction, and with the development 
of Camden Town, the Fleet was covered over from 
Camden to allow the canal to flow above it.  Along 
its 8.6 miles are 40 over-bridges, 12 locks and three 
tunnels.  By 1826 it had a steam tug working regularly 
through the 969 yd long Islington Tunnel.
By 1830 this outer area of London had become very 
sleazy and in an attempt to enhance its reputation, a 
local landlord suggested to the St Pancras vestry that 
a statue of St George should be erected before the 

Kings Cross Station Clock 
Tower
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smallpox hospital and be known as St George’s Cross.  King George IV died that 
year so the promoters changed the proposal to a statue of the king.  It was to be a 
very grand monument surmounted by a statue of George IV; but by 1842 the statue 
had been removed and the rest three years later.  But the name King’s Cross stuck 
and that of Battle Bridge died out.
King’s Cross station opened in 1852; it was built as the London hub of the Great 
Northern Railway (GNR) and terminus of the East Coast main line.  We would return 
to King’s Cross later.
Originally designed by Lewis Cubitt and opened on 17th May 1854, The Great 
Northern Hotel in King’s Cross, one of the first examples of the great railway 
hotels, is the oldest purpose built hotel in London.  Its fire-resistant construction was 
pioneering, with thick walls dividing every room and corridors constructed of brick 
arches.  The curved south west front reflects the original alignment of Old St Pancras 
Road and the now-lost river.  The hotel had some 100 bedrooms and a hydraulic lift 
added in the 1880s.  Originally the hotel looked across a large expanse of garden to 
the station – at that time Agar Town to its west was an area of mainly slums.
Before the 1860s the Midland Railway (MR) had a network of routes in the Midlands 
and in south and west Yorkshire and Lancashire but no route of its own into the 
capital.  Up to 1857 it used the lines of the London and North Western Railway 
(LNWR) into London and after 1857 the company’s Leicester and Hitchin Railway 
gave access to London via the Great Northern Railway.
In 1862 traffic for the second International Exhibition suffered extensive delays over 
the stretch of line into London over the Great Northern Railway’s track.  The route 
into London over LNWR was also at capacity, with coal trains causing the network at 
Rugby and elsewhere to reach gridlock.  MR was carrying 20% of all coal deliveries 
into the capital in 1852.  This was the stimulus for the Midland to build its own line 
to London from Bedford and surveying of the 50 mile route started in October 1862.  
The station was to be St Pancras.
The initial plan was to take the station’s approach tracks under the canal in a tunnel 
with the void under the station being filled with spoil from a tunnel to the new 
Metropolitan Line, opened in 1863, running from Paddington to Farringdon Street 
below the Euston Road, providing for a through route to Kent.  However William 
Henry Barlow planned to utilise the sloping site by building the station on 20ft 
iron columns to provide a useable undercroft.  This allowed the approach line to 
cross Regent’s Canal on a bridge.  To maximise space, the undercroft was built with 
columns and girders set out to the same plans as those used for beer warehouses, and 
with a basic unit of length of that of a beer barrel.  The undercroft would be used to 
store beer from the Burton-upon-Trent breweries.
In 1867 Burton brewer Bass moved its London operation (accounting for 35% of 
total sales) to the undercroft at St Pancras, where they could store 120,000 barrels 
and employed 150 men.  Thomas Salt was Burton’s fourth biggest brewer, producing 
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180,000 barrels of IPA and dark Burton Ale per annum.  Within a relatively short 
period Salt was selling most of its beers through the St Pancras stores, which included 
a sampling room, where potential wholesale customers could taste the beers before 
they bought them.  Salt’s stores were divided into two parts by railway lines and a 
rail turntable – a train full of beer arrived from Burton every day.  The stores also 
housed stabling for fifteen dray horses and carts for local deliveries of draft beer.  
Salt’s Number 1 Store alone held 20,000 barrels of beer.
After admiring the recently renovated Midland Grand Hotel, designed by George 
Gilbert Scott using some of his earlier work from Kelham Hall, Nottingham, we 
moved inside the station.  Apart from the magnificence of the renovated train shed, 
one is surprised by how much of the shed is now occupied by the Eurostar operation.  
A large expanse located behind secure glass partitioning destined for use as a ticket-

cum-customs area now stands 
empty thanks to the events of 
9/11.  Moving round to the 
western side of the shed one 
is now able to look down into 
the undercroft; where there 
were once beer barrels are 
now shops, cafés and Eurostar 
passenger facilities.  When 
the station was developed and 
extended to take the Eurostar 
trains, special care had to be 
taken when part of the old 

station floor was removed to reveal the undercroft that none of the building’s strength 
and integrity was lost.
Leaving the station by the new western entrance one is faced by the British Library 
to the left and the new Francis Crick Institute [being built] to the right.  From the 
mid-1890s this was the site of a coal and goods yard belonging to the Midland 
Railway; moving northwards along Midland Road one can still see the remnants of 
what the frontage would have looked like, now occupied by small businesses.  Like 
the station next to it, the trains came in on the first floor, and the goods were then 
lowered down to the street level, where local trucks and horse and cart collected the 
mainly fresh food and milk to distribute it around the city.
Apart from a few modifications and bomb damage in WW1, the goods yard carried 
on fairly normally until the 1950s, when coal deliveries started to decline.  In 1968, 
the coal depot closed and in 1970, the southern side of the goods yard was demolished 
to make way for the British Library – who then famously took a couple of decades to 
occupy the site.  When the site was cleared the remains of the hydraulic power plant 
were uncovered.  Although most of London was powered by the London Hydraulic 
Power Company, for some reason the goods yard built its own local energy plant.  
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This was made up of six boilers, the steam from which powered a steam turbine that 
pumped water into an accumulator tower to power the lifts and cranes.
RAF St Pancras was a temporary, but official, Royal Air Force station established in 
this goods yard.  The base was opened and closed in May 1969 in order to serve the 
winning entry of Flt Lt Tom Lecky-Thompson and Harrier XV741 in the Daily Mail 
Trans-Atlantic Air Race.  Not a lot of people know that!
Leaving the goods yard behind us we continued up Midland Road, up some steps 
and into the peace and quiet of Old St. Pancras church gardens.  The church is one 
of London’s oldest sites of Christian worship and lying on a hilltop overlooking the 
River Fleet.  As it is somewhat difficult to imagine St Pancras as a rural community 
in 1650 the church was described as standing “.....in the fields remote from any 
houses in the paid parish”.  During the Civil War the church, now deserted, found 
itself as lodgings for fifty Troopers.  At this time the treasures were ‘spirited’ away 
by persons unknown.  When the crisis was over a unique 6th century altar stone 
was missing, together with certain holy relics.  Also lost were valuable articles of 
Elizabethan and Jacobean silverware.  By 1822 the church, now a Chapel of Ease, 
fell into disuse becoming derelict in 1847 when restoration began.  During this work 
the west tower was taken down and workmen found the lost ‘treasures’.  They also 
found the 6th century altar stone and restored it to its rightful place inlaid in the top 
surface of the High Altar.  During the last war damage was inflicted on the church 
and it was again repaired and restored.
The gardens, an oasis in sight of the St Pancras extension, are the remains of two 
graveyards: that of St Pancras, and an extension to the churchyard of St Giles in the 
Fields.  The churchyard ceased to be used as a graveyard in 1854 by which time it 
had accommodated centuries of burials.  It is said that in the 300 years from 1600 
1.5% of all London’s estimated 6 million burials may have been accounted for at 
St Pancras.  The gardens were opened in 1877 after St Pancras Borough Council 
undertook the work of moving headstones and levelling the ground.  Twice the 
Midland Railway gained permission to encroach on the churchyards, in the late 
1800s seeking to acquire the land for goods yard and again for the construction of 

St Pancras International which was 
accompanied by extensive 
archaeological activity.
There are many interesting graves 
and monuments to be seen, one 
in particular is the Hardy Tree 
which has a grave stone surround 
in the roots of the tree.  Thomas 
Hardy, the writer and poet, was 
employed as an overseer for Arthur 
Blomfield the architect managing 

The Hardy Tree - St Pancras Church gardens.
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the disinterment of human remains.  The graphic fusing of the living tree and 
gravestones is a fascinating sight and has to be seen to be believed.  A monument to 
Sir John Soane records his death in 1837.  It is one of two Grade 1 listed monuments 
in London.  Soane was architect of the Bank of England and the Dulwich Picture 
Gallery.  The monument itself bears a striking resemblance to a telephone box, a 
century away from being invented.  It is thought that this gave Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott, grandson of George Gilbert Scott, who built St Pancras Hotel, the idea when 
he won a design competition in the 1920s.  Inspiration for some of Charles Dickens’s 
novels came from here – in  the ‘Tale of Two Cities’ the Churchyard is where Jerry 
Cruncher and his son came fishing (body snatching) in this case fishing with a spade.
To the north of the park lies the former St Pancras workhouse and smallpox hospital 
built at a cost of £30,000 in 1809.  By 1856 the workhouse was severely over-crowded 
with numbers varying between 1,500 and 1,900, 1000 of whom were elderly and 
infirm.  From 1875 for the next forty years various work was commissioned as the 
accommodation became unfit for the reception of sick people due to overcrowding.  
Interestingly in 1904 birth certificates were issued with the place of birth given as 
‘4 Kings Road, St Pancras’ to avoid the stigma of being born in a workhouse.  By 
1911 there were only 1,200 inmates.  In 1938 the infirmary had been renamed St 
Pancras Hospital (I) for acute cases and the workhouse section St Pancras Hospital 
(II) for chronic and incurable cases.  It did not escape damage during WWII.  In 
1948 it became a sector hospital for UCH.  Today the hospital is still operational and 
specialises in psychiatry and care of the elderly.
Passing under the Midland mainline we came to the St Pancras Cruising Club.  
Standing outside the gates of the club, which is located adjacent to St Pancras Basin 
on Regent’s Canal, a large water tower can be seen rising from behind the wall.  This 
was original located at St Pancras Station and was moved to its present site as part 
of the upgrade to the station and is now used by the Cruising Club.  Noticing that 
the Camley Street Nature Reserve was open, supposed to be closed on a Saturday, 
we popped in to look at the Canal Locks and some of the warehouses which are still 
standing the other side of the canal.  It was also possible to see where one of the 
basins in the goods yard beyond the canal had been blocked off.  The area which 
is now a Nature Reserve was, until the 17th century, in the Middlesex woodlands.  
During the 18th century it came under industrial use and the Regent’s Canal was 
built along the eastern edge of the former country estate.  The 1800s saw the area 
being used for coal chutes, first for the canal and then for the Midland Railway.  The 
site became derelict by the 1970s.  It opened as a Nature reserve in 1985.
Walking down Camley Street to the junction of Goods Way it was pointed out that a 
Gasholder Triplet known as the ‘Siamese Triplet’ because the frames are joined by 
a common spine, once stood in the area which now has the St Pancras extension for 
the Eurostar trains sitting on it.  The gasholders were built for the storage of town gas 
manufactured on the site from coal by the Imperial Gas, Light and Coke Company.  
The gasholders were originally constructed in 1860-67 and enlarged in 1879-80.  
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The frames were highly decorative with three tiers of hollow cylindrical cast iron 
columns, cast iron capitals and three tiers of wrought iron riveted lattice girders.  The 
triplet formed part of the largest gas works in London and remained in use until the 
late 20th Century.  They are currently being restored in Yorkshire when they will 
return to Kings Cross to a home north of Regent’s Canal.  The triplet frame will be 
re-erected around a series of apartment buildings.   Meanwhile Gasholder 8 which 
used to stand on the corner of Camley Street and Goods Way has been restored and 
has been re-erected along the canal, it will be the focus for an outdoor recreational 
area.  The gasworks closed for gas making in 1904 and finally in 1907 but it was 
until very recently, still in use as a holder station controlled from Staines.
From Goods Way we stopped to look across Regent’s Canal to the refurbished 
Granary Store, now part of St Martin’s College.  The basin that once served the 
store has now been filled to provide a pedestrian area in front of the building with 
1,080 choreographed fountains and sunken lights!  The canal provided an important 
route for goods imported through Regent’s Canal Dock bound for Birmingham, 
particularly during the war years.  However by the time the canal was nationalised 
in 1948, its importance to commercial traffic was dwindling and by the 1960s it was 
virtually zero.  The Dock closed to shipping in 1969.  In 1979 CEGB laid 400kV 
cables as part of the National Grid in a trough below the towpath between St John’s 
Wood and City Road to supply electrical power to London.
As we approached the bridge to take us onto the Granary Square we paused to look 
at the Fish and Coal Buildings which stand between the canal and former basin 
and follow the curve of the canal.  They were built as offices to house clerks who 
monitored the flow of freight through the goods yards.  The first block was built 
in 1851 with additional blocks being added in the early 1860s.  A fire gutted the 
building in the 1980s and is now being restored as part of the regeneration project 
for the area.
We spent a pleasant half hour or so having lunch by the side of the canal before 
continuing the walk. 
Part two ‘The Afternoon’ will follow in issue 134 Spring.

Jane & Terry Waterfield

Please note:  We will be leading another walk on Saturday 18th July.  Full details 
will be in the Summer Programme of walks due with the next newsletter.  For those 
of you who were unable to be with us in 2014 we hope that you will be able to join 
us this time.  Jane.
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Above:  The bells.
Left: The Nave.

              Rothwell Church

Left: Mick  
and Terry in  
discussion.

The former bus depot at 
St James, Northampton.

Above: At Lock 13 - 
Stockton Canal - also 
Right:  Detail in stonework 
at one of the locks.
Far right: On the Cransley 
walk, a Bee Orchid was 
spotted.
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Stretham Pumping Station and Denver Sluce

Right: The old wheel.
Below: NIAG members ponder 
and debate on the engine.

Rushden

Below: Plaque detail on 
house in Rushden.
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The Trip to London1

2

3

4

1. The Fish & Coal Building on 
the Regents Canal.
2. Detail on St Pancras station.
3. Sir John Betjeman gazing 
upwards at the train shed roof, 
St Pancras.
4. The former St Pancras 
workhouse.

Above: Old St Pancras Church 
clock and tower.
 Left: View overlooking the end 
of the Kings Cross train sheds. 
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Model Engineers at 
Delapre Park

Above:  From the front of the train - 
smuts in the eye!
Right: Detail of one of the engines.

Jordan’s Mill, Biggleswade

Clockwise top to middle: 
Members engrosed in watching turning wheels.
Sack scales etc.
Plaque on the sluice gates outside the Mill.
Bottles!  Question was asked for what - did not 
know.
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Oundle Brewing, past and present – 18th July
Nene Valley Brewery at Oundle Wharf was established in the summer of 2012 with 
its first brew timed to mark a return of brewing to Oundle exactly fifty years after 
John Smith’s last put the kettle on in the town.  The brewery was opened by (NIAG 

member) Jim Irving, then 96 years old, 
who had run the Smith’s brewery at the 
time of its closure.  Whilst David Burnett 
kept watch over the shop attached to the 
brewery, fellow director Dick Simpson 
showed over 20 NIAGers around the 
brewhouse, enthused about the delights 
of brewing craft real ale, and then poured 
product down our necks.  For the ‘goers 
on’, this was followed by a stroll through 

the town to take a look at its brewing IA.
Oddly, the most substantial brewery remains in the town belong to the two outfits 
that were relatively short-lived enterprises, the Oundle Union Brewery Company 
(operating 1836-1850) and the Anchor Brewery (1854 – 1906) whereas the wrecking 
ball was most effectively wielded to obliterate the main site of Smith & Company 
(1775 – 1962).
John Smith is recorded as first brewing at his newly-built North Street site in 
September 1775, with a step-up in scale being achieved in 1797 when the company 
secured a contract to supply the prisoner-of-war camp at Norman Cross.  John Smith 
I died in 1817, aged 72, and sons John and Thomas prospered both as brewers and 
as bankers in the town.  The beginning of the end started in 1955 when the company 
(incorporated in 1935 as Smith & Company (Oundle) Limited; the brewery, five 
maltings (although malting had ceased in 1947) and 83 pubs) was acquired by 
Warwicks and Richardsons of Newark in turn taken over by John Smiths of Tadcaster 
in 1962.  Brewing ceased a year later although the site limped on as a distribution 
centre until 1965 when it was sold to Welland and Nene River Authority for stores 
and workshops, being lost to a housing development in 1983.  Of the five maltings, 
‘number 2’, on the corner of North Street and East Road (hence opposite the old 
brewery site on the North Street/Blackpot Lane junction); number 4 at Oundle Wharf 
and number 5 in the New Road/Station Road angle close to the Wharf now ‘survive’ 
converted to housing whilst number 3, west of North Street, was demolished in 
1963.  The location of number 1 has escaped me.
The Talbot Hotel was part of the Smith family business empire in the nineteenth 
century, and a carved stone plaque was relocated to its courtyard after the closure of 
the brewery, with the initials JS, the date 1775 and the trademark of three tuns – The 
Three Tuns in North Street being the first pub in the town acquired by John Smith I.
One of the gracious Georgian buildings on the south side of West Street is Townley 
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House, built as the offices for Oundle Union Brewery and continuing in the anaesthesia 
business today as a dental practice.  The site extends down the hill towards South 
Road and had a long history of use for malting and tanning before the ill-starred 
foundation of OUBC with £30k of capital (although not all paid up initially, pretty 
aspirational nonetheless) in 1836.  In receivership by June 1850 and bought out by 
Smith’s for £5,400 (ouch!) in 1853 as a typical keep-the-trade, close-the-business 
manoeuvre.  The brewhouse still stands, and just south of it the counting house and 
maltings buildings.
Finally, on the corner of South Road and Mill Road, the Anchor Brewery.  Founded 
in 1854 by Paul Durrans who, in 1875, was joined by Arthur Beardsley as managing 
partner and, in 1882, Beardsley took full ownership.  After his death, Charles McKee 
acquired the business in 1886 and continued to operate it until 1906.  The site 
continued as a boot and shoe factors to 1940 and from the mid-1950s became home 
to Arthur George Landseer McKenzie, art master at Oundle School and a sculptor 
known as George Kennethson, who used the site as his studio through to his death in 
1994.  Also, as his prolific sculpting was not matched by any prolific ability to sell 
the resulting lumps, his store.  The site remained with his family until its sale a year 
ago and, we believe, is now undergoing conversion to apartments.

Matthew Naylor

Jordan’s Mill, Biggleswade – July 25th
In scorching heat, fifteen of us went to see how a flour mill which ceased production 
in 2000, but is still in working order, can be transformed into a theme park.  It clearly 

helps if the mill building is not listed, 
and that the mill is in private ownership 
– now transferred into a charitable trust.  
Having been in the ownership of the 
rather colourful Jordan family for 120 
years and possessing a good archive 
of family and business history must 
count as further positives.  Holme Mill 
appears to have found a new lease of life 
with a substantial shop/café/meetings 
venue built looking out over the mill 
race, and gardens developed with nods 

to Bedfordshire’s market gardening heritage and the Jordan’s ‘Conservation Grade’ 
sourcing policy.
The Jordan family tree is long on William Jordans, with WJ I born at Tiverton in 
1784, and dying in 1865 owning Tythe Farm at St Neots.  WJ II arrived in 1813 
and in 1839 II became landlord of the Golden Ball pub in St Neots, buying it in 
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1848.  The milling line appears to start with WJ III, born in 1853 and apprenticed 
at Albion Mills, Kings Cross in 1871.  By 1881 he is living at Hatfield but in April 
1883 moves to Holme Mills.  At that time the mill was owned by the Powers family, 
owners of several mills in the area but shortly to fall on hard times.  In 1892 Holme 
Mill appears to be in poor repair and WJ III writes to surrender his lease, only to 
bounce back a year later in partnership with brother Alfred to buy the mill at auction 
following the Powers bankruptcy.
A paraffin engine had been installed in 1890 and this is blamed for starting a fire in 
1894.  The mill was rebuilt through the following year and fitted with a Harrison 
Carter roller milling system, then another fire in 1899 seeing this replaced with 
another roller milling system from E. R. & F. Turner of Ipswich.  Quite how distinct 
these two systems were is, this scribe assumes, open to some debate since Carter and 
Turner were closely related, with Carter concentrating on design and marketing from 
his office at 82 Mark Lane, London (at the centre of Britain’s milling trade, next 
to the London Corn Exchange) and the Turners manufacturing the kit.  However, 
Carter retired in 1888 only to have a short-lived come-back in the mid 1890s so it is 
unclear whether these were systems of markedly different design and manufacture or 
just something very similar but supplied on invoices of different letterhead.
In 1896 the waterwheels had been replaced with a Gilbert and Gilkes turbine variously 
said to be able to provide 20HP or 25 HP.  This was later supplemented by a Tangye 
gas engine and, from 1938, by a 3-cylinder Allen diesel engine.  For visitors, the 
sluice gate is opened and the turbine started up for the belts and machinery to come 
to life, including the ‘drunken elephant’ plan sifters at the top of the mill.
One aspect of the site’s IA that does not get any attention is the remains of the River 
Ivel navigation running alongside.  The river was made navigable from Tempsford 
to Biggleswade in 1758 at a cost of around £6k, with the extension of the river 
navigation to Langford, and a new branch canal line cut to Shefford, in 1821-23.  
The engineer for this was Francis Giles and it was his first independent commission 
– his earlier work, from 1803, was as part of the Rennie entourage and concentrated 
on surveying.  The 1820s saw him appointed as County Surveyor for Bedfordshire, 
a post he held until his death in 1847, and his Ivel Navigation work included four 
cast iron girder bridges at Blunham, Biggleswade, Holme and Clifton.  The Holme 
bridge survives just at the entry to the Jordan’s Mill complex and next to the disused 
canal lock.  Its seven girders were cast by Moreton and Kinman of Biggleswade and 
these were the first cast iron bridges to be made locally rather than imported from 
Coalbrookdale.  With the Great Northern Railway opening to the east in 1850 and 
the Bedford – Hitchin branch of the Midland Railway coming to Shefford in 1857 
the canal’s days were numbered, and it limped along until final abandonment in 
1876.

Matthew Nayler
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UPDATES

Former Chronicle & Echo site, Northampton
Now that the former building has been completly flattened there is talk that the 
vast site will become homes and another supermarket, no not Tesco, Aldi this 
time.  20% of the land will be allocated for housing, the remaining 80% for the 
store and accompanying car park.  If this all goes ahead there will be four Aldi’s in 
Northampton, the fourth is being mooted for the site of the former W Grose company 
in Kingsthorpe.  The Mounts store is expected to be completed within a year.  The 
planning consultant has said “We will do our best to keep echoes of the Echo and will 
find a place to display the horeseman statue’.

The former Express Lift Tower
Meanwhile it is reported that there are plans to put a 3,000 sqm, high-definition 
LED screen on the tower which have provoked positive reactions from people in 
Northampton.  The owners plan to install a ‘wraparound’ screen on the lift tower that 
would be used to show images and videos to promote the town and local area.  This 
screen would start 15 metres above the ground and would be ‘invisible to nearby 
properties’.

A45 Flore Bypass
This is now on the cards to be built during 2015.  The route some 3.5 miles in length 
will run alongside the M1 for a short distance and then cross the fields to cross the 
A5 somewhere in the vicinity of the Dodford turn off just north of Weedon.  This will 
be a roundabout and then the road will climb the hill to come out the Weedon side 
of Dodford, on the A45.  BUT there is a sting in the tale – some farmers on whose 
land this by-pass will cross, still have not agreed to sell, and could be subject to a 
compulsory purchase order!  Watch this space.......

Above three items from the Northampton Chronicle & Echo – 2nd October 2014.

Organ in St Mary the Virgin Church at Finedon
The 300-year old organ at the church has been rededicated after a 10-month 
restoration.  The instrument, which was originally built for Queen Anne in 1704, 
was rededicated at a special serivce last month.  A post-restoration recital was also 
given by Stephen Farr.  The Director of Music said the project had been followed 
by people across the world because of the historic nature of the organ.  He said: “We 
were somewhat surprised to learn that a man had flown all the way from Australia 
for the weekend, just to hear the newly restored organ.”  The instrument was moved 
from its home in a chapel at Windsor Castle to Northants in 1717 thanks to the 
efforts of Finedon vicar John Dolben.

Northants Telegraph – 2nd October 2014
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MISCELLANY OF ITEMS OF INTEREST

Of things to do with Railways - cont.....
A further selection of bits and pieces found on reading various railway magazines.
Following on the rhyme found on a gravestone, here is another rhyme by Michael 
Flanders and Donald Swann:

On the main line and the goods siding.
The grass grows high,

At Dogdyke, Tumby Woodside and Troublehouse Halt
The sleepers sleep at Audlem and Ambergate.

No passenger waits on Chittening platform of Cheslyn Hay,
No-one departs, no-one arrives,

From Selby to Goole,
From St Erth to St Ives,

They all pass out of our lives.

Also by Barry Allen, poet:
Once proud steam engines, rust and wait

A breaker’s yard their final fate
Now in death they stand in rows
Waiting for those hammer blows
Why I ask should it come to this

But progress has blown her fateful kiss
Their wheels are still, their breath expired

All fittings gone, they’ve been retired.

Flat plans for former factory
Plans to convert a former shoe factory which helped shape a town’s growth into 
flats have been submitted.  A development company wants to turn the Grade II listed 
building on the corner of Upper Queen Street and Cromwell Road in Rushden into 
20 one- and two-bedroom flats.  
The site used to be occupied by Grensons until the firm moved out to new modern 
premises at Crown Park in the town in 2013.  Grensons was just one of the many 
firms from the footwear industry which played a huge role in Rushden’s growth, 
with more than 100 boot and shoe factories in the town in the mid-1900s.  There 
are now only four remaining, but the listed Grenson building has been described as 
“of special significance as the best expansion of the boot and shoe industry to the 
towns surrounding Northampton at the end of the 19th century....and is the most 
substantial and among the best preserved in Rushden”.
The design and access statement by the development states: “This application presents 
a great opportunity to bring back into use this unique historical landmark building.  
The development of this building has been carefully considered in order to once 
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again revive a building that has played such an important role in the development of 
the locality.  The scheme enhances the local character by respecting the value of its 
history and breathing new life into an architecturally significant building”.
The proposed development is centred on the Cromwell Road works, which was 
the second factory opened by William Green and Sons, before they later became 
Grensons.  The plans include demolition of the 20th century extension and north 
light sheds and conversion of the former shoe factory.  Grensons shoes are now 
sold all over the world in stores including Saks in the US and Harrods and Harvey 
Nichols in London.

Northants Telegraph – 26th October 2014.

Thieves take steam engine parts
A much loved steamroller may never run again after thieves carried out a ‘military 
style’ theft of its parts from a field near Daventry. Gulliver, the Aveling and Porter 
steamroller, was undergoing repair in a secure building in Welton when it was 
targeted by thieves.
David Viewing, owner, said: “In the stunningly brazen, military-style attack a highly 
organised gang drove across open fields and broke through closed gateways to 
reach the engine’s home in a secure building.  They then spent a considerable time 
loading up a huge quantity of tools and other equipment before escaping”.  The 
theft included most of the boiler fittings and brass-work from Gulliver.  “The loss of 
these parts is a terrible blow to the project to restore Gulliver to working order.  The 
engine has been out of commission for firebox repairs and the missing components 
were neatly stacked awaiting re-installation.  We were clearly naive to believe that 
our secluded location and secure building gave us the protection of privacy and we 
were caught completely unawares by the thieves’ route onto the property.  The fact 
that they were willing to cross a quarter-mile of recently cultivated land and break 
through fences in an ordinary vehicle shows the lengths that these people will go to 
and I am grateful that we did not accidentally encounter them, where they would 
have been cornered and quite possibly highly dangerous.”
Gulliver was built in Rochester, Kent in 1922 and has been a popular sight in 
Northamptonshire byways and steam fairs since 1985.  A substantial award is being 
offered.  It is believed the thieves drove from the scene to the B4036 heading towards 
Daventry at around 7am on Wednesday 8th October.

Daventry Express – 16th October 2014

Trains rack up 1m kilometres
Trains on Wicksteed Park’s popular railway are due to travel their one millionth 
kilometre today. (December 4th).  Operating since 1931, the trains take up to 
200,000 passengers a year on a 2,066 metre journey around the park.  The one 
million kilometre milestone will be reached 219 metres into journey number 484,026 
– due to leave the park station on the 4th.  The trip is part of the park’s festive train 
attraction, with the diesel locomotives taking passengers on a ride around the lake to 
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see a host of hand-crafted lanterns, decorated trees and floating lights.
The railway was built by founder Charles Wicksteed, who decided to build a railway 
following on from the success of his early rides and attractions.  The first two engines 
– King Arthur and Lady of the Lake – and their carriages were ordered on September 
24th, 1930.  As Charles died in March prior to its opening at Easter 1931, he did not 
see his railway operating.  King Arthur still operates on the railway but is mostly 
used for maintenance tasks.
Wicksteed Park’s managing director said: “The railway has been an iconic part of 
the park for generations and is becoming ever more popular with adults and children 
alike.  It is fitting that the milestone is reached during our Festive Train rides, which 
are a new way of encouraging families to get out into the fresh air and enjoy the 
whole of the pat throughout the year.”

Northants Telegraph – 4th December 2014

Colman’s Mustard
An archive documenting how Colman’s mustard impacted on the people living and 
working in Norwich has been launched to mark the 200th anniversary of the product.  
The gallery of vintage pictures, which shows the rise of the condiment to a favourite 
kitchen staple, includes photographs, posters, leaflets and articles dating back to 
1814.  The popular product was founded by former flour miller Jeremiah Colman 
and sold as a powder for people to mix into a paste.  Have a look at their website: 
www.themustardshopnorwich.co.uk

Guinness has opened up its recipe archives to produce a new range of porters.  
Guinness Dublin Porter and Guinness West Indies Porter have been based on recipes 
discovered in the brewery records dating back o 1796 and 1801.  Head of innovation 
at Guinness Nick Curtis Davies said: “It’s one of the most existing times to be working 
in brewing as people are interested in beer again”.
http://www.irishmirror.ie/news/irish-news/guinness-opens-up-recipe-
archives-4160039

Above two items from Local History News No.113, Autumn 2014.

Kelmarsh re-opens revamped Orangery
A beautiful orangery in a stately home has been restored to its former glory.  The 
18th century Orangery at Kelmarsh Hall was salvaged in the 1950s from nearby 
Brixworth Hall and contributions from the Finnis Scott Foundation, Garfield Weston 
Foundation, Northamptonshire Gardens Trust, private donors, local businesses and 
members of the public have enabled The Kelmarsh Trust to renovate it.  The building 
is an important part of Northamptonshire’s heritage as it is faced with Kingsthorpe 
Pendle, a soft white sandstone, which is no longer quarried and is quite rare.  The 
building was listed on English Heritage’s National Monuments record in 1945, and 
is the only publicly accessible remnant from Bixworth Hall.
Works to restore the building were completed in October and an official opening and 
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thank you event is planned for December.  Kelmarsh’s fund-raiser, Carla Cooper, 
said: “Visitors will be able to sit inside and experience quiet contemplation while 
enjoying the vista across the grazing Kelmarsh herd of British white cattle.  The 
Orangery has the most beautiful glass roof and even on a cold, dull day, it is light, 
warm and tranquil.”

Northants Telegraph – 27th November 2014

Royal Gunpowder Mills at Waltham Abbey – the future of the site?
Thanks to our contact with TfL we learn that the above site’s future is in doubt 
according to local newspaper reports in early October.  NIAG visited in 2013.  It 
would appear that parts of the historic site could be sold off and local councillors are 
urging the Mills’ owners to postpone this.  The Mills’ future had been highlighted after 
rumours of an impending closure spread via social media.  It is said that parts of the 
300-year old site had become ‘under-utilised due to decaying buildings, overgrown 
vegetation and contaminated areas’.  The Epping Forest Guardian reported that talks 
had been held with potential partners due to the increasing challenge of preserving 
the historic site.

It is to be hoped that a solution can be found to push forward the preservation of this 
site, but as usual it all comes down to money.  Ed

Loyd Grossman calls for a cut in VAT on older buildings
As Chairman of the Heritage Alliance, Loyd Grossman, speaking on the BBC Daily 
Politics Show on 22nd October, called for the 20% VAT rate on the restoration of 
old buildings to be scrapped.  He used the Ragged School Museum in East London 
as an example and argued that heritage was not a luxury that requires subsidy, but 
an essential part of our society and economy which justifies investment.  According 
to research conducted by the Historic Houses Association, essential repairs to 
member houses exceeds £750m in 2014, up from £300m in 2009.  Loyd Grossman 
argues, however, that it was not just big houses that face these costs as 86% of listed 
buildings are owned by people outside the top income bracket.  During the interview, 
he said: “Why can’t the government grasp the value of heritage and do something 
positive?  Get rid of the VAT regime which slaps a full rate of tax on the repair and 
maintenance of old buildings but levies zero per cent on new-build and demolition.  
The current system just does not make any sense.”

Hampshire IAS – December 2014.

Not too keen on Loyd Grossman in the culinary sense but wholeheartedly agree with 
his sentiments.  Ed

MV Balmoral
Though far distant from the sea, NIAG members may be interested in news about the 
historic ship MV Balmoral.
Described on the ship’s website  www.mvbalmoral.org.uk as ‘one of our greatest 
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national treasures’, this fine historic ship has together with the magnificent Waverley, 
the world’s last sea-going paddle steamer, kept alive the long tradition of coastal day 
excursions around our coats.  Entering service in 1946 MV Balmoral has served 
as an Isle of Wight ferry and provided coastal excursions on the Bristol Channel, 
South Coast and Thames Estuary.  MV Balmoral is now a non profit-making Day 
Excursion Ship operated by a charitable trust
Both MV Balmoral and PS Waverly are members of the National Historic Fleet.  
Hard financial times have faced both ships.  PS Waverley did sail during 2014 but 
not MV Balmoral which is currently being maintained in Bristol City Docks.  MV 
Balmoral Fund Ltd. is a company with charitable aims set up in association with 
Waverley Steam Navigation Co. Limited (the owners of Waverley and Balmoral 
and a Charity registered in Scotland) and the Paddle Steamer Preservation Society 
(Registered Charity Number 1155339).  I understand that MV Balmoral Fund Ltd 
aims to fund Balmoral’s restoration and again undertake regular UK coastal sailings.  
All proceeds of current fund-raising efforts will contribute to these aims.  The 
Company is entirely run by volunteers and has no paid staff. 
Huge strides have reportedly been made towards the goal of making MV Balmoral 
an operational ship again with an ever-growing team of volunteers working to 
achieve this goal in 2015. 
To learn more, including how to help return the ship to regular service, please visit 
the MV Balmoral website www.mvbalmoral.org.uk 

Graham Cadman

OF THIS AND THAT

AGM and Committee
The AGM was handled with its usual efficiency by our Secretary.  The committee 
welcomes Mike Ringwood to its ranks.  All other members remain in office for the 
next year.  It should be reported that there will be no increase in subscriptions for the 
2015/16 year.  Funds are comfortable with income being made from our publications 
and the sale of other miscellaneous items at various Heritage Days and events.
It was also good to note that visitors are attending our talks and this brings a small 
amount of monies to the funds.  Teas and Coffees are set to continue for the remainder 
of this current talk programme – once again this small service needs to be used or it 
will be ended.
A signed copy of the accounts is enclosed with this mailing as this was not available 
when the papers for the AGM were sent out back in October.
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Winter Programme of Talks
13th February: Alexander Ellis Anderson - A Scottish Architect in Northampton - 

David Adams.
13th March: The Great War through the Magic Lantern - Kevin Varty

Summer Programme 2015
The new programme will be available in April.

Dates for the Diary:
25th April SERIAC - ‘IA Home and Away’.  Hosted by Hampshire IAS.  Venue 

Ashburton Hall, Sussex St., Winchester, SO23 8UJ.  Booking form 
can be found on their web-site.  www.hias.org.uk.  

9th May  EMIAC ‘Transport Innovations of the Butterley Company’. 
Derbyshire Archaeological Society hosting.  At the Glebe Field 
Centre, Crich, Derbys.  Booking form enclosed.

 Please note the numbering on this leaflet relfects the number 
which would have been hosted by us in October 2014 and which 
was cancelled.  It could be that because NIAG had to cancel 
the organsiers assumed that the numbering continued from the 
previous one held in May.  Unfortunately no check was made about 
the possibility of monies having been spent by NIAG.   A small 
amount was....so confusion will no doubt reign about the financial 
side of things.  Watch this space.  Ed.

10th October Advance notice that the October EMIAC will be based at 
Swannington Village Hall (again) and is hosted by Leicester IHS.  
Details in the summer. 

TV programmes of interest
BBC2 Monday to Friday at 6.30 pm.  Great British Journeys - Series 6.  

Michael Portillo’s Railway journeys about Britian.  Commenced 
5th January. [Radio Times does not say how long this series is!]

ITV Tuesdays at 9.00 pm.  The Wonder of Britain.  A series of 5 
programmes with Julia Bradbury who celebrates the natural and 
man-made wonders of Britain.  Begins 6th January.

Mid-morning talks at Northampton Museum & Art Gallery 
Guildhall Road, Northampton - 10.30 to 11.30 am.
29th January Old Cures and Remedies – Kate Wills.  This talk explores some 

interesting facts and myths about old cures and remedies.  Your first 
aid box might need to be revised!

26th February Northampton Tramways – Martin Wills. Martin will explore the 
history of Northampton’s tramways from the horse bus to the 
electric tram.
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Exhibitions
26th February to 21st June
 ‘Forensics – The Anatomy of Crime’.  This exhibition explores the 

history, science and art of forensic medicine.  At The Wellcome 
Foundation, 183 Euston Road, London, NW1.  (Not far from 
Euston Station).  Times of opening 10.00am to 6.00pm Tuesday 
to Saturday.  Thursday 10.00am to 10.00pm, Sunday 11.00 am to 
6.00pm.

More help required
Can anyone help identify the location shown in the photograph?
Our colleagues from the Society for Lincolnshire History and Archaeology have 
asked for NIAG’s assistance.  The photograph below is from a promotional film 
taken by Rustons of Lincoln of one of their excavators at work in an ironstone quarry, 
probably in the late 1920s, supposedly in Northamptonshire.  The surroundings 
shown in the film are generally unremarkable but for one sequence there is what 
may be a very distinctive building in the background.  It appears to be a locomotive 
shed with a water tank alongside.
It is not immediately obvious to our ironstone experts but if anyone has any 
suggestions, please let Peter Perkins know on 01604 812614 or secretary@
northants-iag.org.uk
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Number crunching:
11 things you never knew about........
.......Black Gold
Oil is measured in barrels.  A barrel is equal to 34 imperial gallons or 159 litres.
Crude oil was first pumped from the ground in Sichuan, China, 2,500 years ago.
The world’s largest oil producer is Saudi Arabia, producing 9.6 million barrels a day.
Saudi Arabia has the world’s biggest oil reserves, at 267 billion barrels and the 
biggest single oilfield, the Ghawar, containing about 85 billion barrels.
Daily oil consumption around the world is 84.25 million barrels.
The North Sea supplies 67% of the UK’s oil demands.
Since drilling began 42 billion barrels of oil have been extracted from the North 
Sea.  An estimated 24 billion barrels remain in untapped reserves for another 30 to 
40 years of production.  Production peaked in 1999 at six million barrels a day.  It 
has been declining ever since because of ageing infrastructure, higher taxation on 
production and tighter health and safety rules.
North Sea oil prices and revenues have peaked twice, in 1984 and in mid-2008.
The US is the world’s biggest oil consumer.  It has 4% of the world’s population but 
used 25% of the world’s oil, getting through 19.5 million barrels a day but producing 
only 8.7 million barrels.
Oil is directly responsible for about 2.5% of the world’s gross domestic product.
Oil accounts for about 40% of all cargo carried by sea.  At any one time the weight 
of the oil being moved around on ships exceeds the weight of all the fish in the sea.

Daily Express – 18th December 2014

100 years ago
On the 16th October 1914
The News that Lord Kitchener has had a clear-out at the Army Clothing Department, 
and that the Government contemplates establishing an International Commission 
to take the entire output of army boots for the Allies, is interesting but does not 
go far enough.  What is required is a thorough reorganisation of the department 
upon business lines and government control of the stocks of leather in this county.  
Northampton manufacturers are complaining of the unbusiness-like methods of the 
War Office in the purchase of army boots and the British taxpayer will complain 
when he is called upon to pay the price of official inefficiency.  Lord Kitchener 
cannot get boots for the Army quick enough and he wants to know why.  Those 
manufacturers in Northampton who prepared for army orders found it is the most 
difficult thing in the world to do business with the British War Office.

Daventry Express – 16th October 2014.



Disclaimer.
The Newsletter Editor and NIAG undertake to reproduce material as 
supplied.  Any factual errors remain the responsibility of the author, 
who may be faithfully repeating the errors of the original.  

And Finally
Sir David Frost, who died last August aged 74, left £13 million in his will it emerged 
in October, thanks to his hugely successful broadcasting career spread over six 
decades.  As his memoirs revealed, he possessed an ability to make money from an 
early age.  At 15 the Methodist minister’s son attended Wellingborough Grammar 
School in Northamptonshire in 1954 – the same year in which Bill Haley and His 
Comets first had a hit with ‘Rock Around the Clock’.  Young Frost cashed in by 
selling classmates bottles of water, which he labelled: “Bill Haley’s Bathwater.”

Spotted in the Daily Express 10th October 2014.

Unless stated all photographs are credited to Jane and Terry Waterfield. 



Article guidelines: Ideally should be no more than 1½ pages long, unless 
article is of a special nature and accompanied by photographs or diagrams.  
Photographs will be inserted if submitted.
Please submit by e-mail, fax or mail.  Where possible photographs are 
encouraged to illustrate all articles.  When submitting photographs via e-mail, 
the picture should be no larger than 250,000 pixels in JPEG format and should 
be sent as separate attachments.  Please give information about the photograph.  
Photographs/slides sent by post (first class) will be returned to you the same 
way.  Please also include your name and address so that you can be credited 
with taking those photographs and don’t forget to put a caption with them.

NIAG Committee

President: Geoffrey Starmer, 34 The Crescent, Northampton,  
NN1 4SB

Chairman & 
Secretary

Peter Perkins, 116  Northampton Road, Earls Barton, 
Northampton, NN6 0HF.
secretary@northants-iag.org.uk

Treasurer Terry Waterfield, 6 Bakers Lane, Norton, Daventry,   
NN11 2EL – 01327 312850
treasurer@northants-iag.org.uk

Web site: Terry Waterfield

Members: Mick Dix, Ron Hanson, Matthew Nayler, Mike Ringwood, 
David Waller.

Web Site:  northants-iag.org.uk

Newsletter Editor
Mrs Jane S Waterfield, 6 Bakers Lane, Norton, Daventry NN11 2EL
Tel/Fax: 01327 312850 - e.mail: newsletter@northants-iag.org.uk

Newsletter:
Next Issue:  April 2015
Deadline for all articles and information 21st March 2015.  Anything received 
after this date will be held over to the next edition.
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